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@ The efforts of the Roman Church to make America Catholic 


are increasing. 


of upholding Religious Freedom. Now we feel it necessary to 
launch out again with an evangelistic effort to awaken up. 
suspecting Christians. 










We are asking you to help us place bulk quantities of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE for three months 
in churches of your choice in order that the people may be 
come familiar with this alarming problem. 





b @ This is so vitally important to 
fi our religious freedom, civil 
f (a A rights and privilege of wit. 
hi: U nessing, that we will send to 
y the churches of your choice for 


























L] 10 Magazines per month 


for 3 months $ 5.00 


20 Magazines per month 
for 3 months 9.00 


i oa [_] 50 Magazines per month 

‘ for 3 months 20.00 
~ F [_] 100 Magazines per month 
for 3 months 35.00 





together with a letter of ex- 
planation to the pastor. They 
will be given free to the inter- 
ested congregation. 





You will be a missionary to 
the people of these churches 
and will awaken some to the 
need of winning Roman Cath- 
olics to Christ. Act now. Send 
your check indicating the 
number of copies per month 
and giving the name of the 
Pastor and address of the 
church or churches they are to 
be sent to. Minimum quantity 
is ten to one location. 


Patriotism 


A society which is not religious 
cannot tolerate much freedom. 
It is dangerous to give freedom 
to those who do not feel under 
moral compulsion to exercise self- 
control and who are unwilling to 
make sacrifices for the good of 
others. 

It results that true patriotism, 
which vitalizes liberty and free- 
dom for ourselves, can never be 
a purely selfish force. That has 
been ever evident so far as our 
nation was concerned. Our people 
have always been endowed with 
a sense of mission in the world, 

MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE they have believed that it was 
their duty to help man every- 
where to get the opportunity- to 
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7 In some quarters there has 
developed a tendency to scorn 
patriotism. Indeed, there are a 

CONTENTS few who find patriotism un- 

fashionable and who go so far as 

Letters to the Editor to assume that institutions and 

ald ideas are better if only they bear 

Editorial the foreign label. Also there is a 

Stars of the Pulpit theory that this mood is neces- 

ies, eine: § letenmeane sary if we are to develop inter- 
national institutions and main- 

Behind the Purple Curtain tain international peace. 

Candle of the Month It seems to me that love of 
country is one of the great indis- 

Eyes of the World pensable virtues . . . I am con- 

Lives that Speak vinced that the family of nations 

; ) will not be the poorer or the more 

Mirage in the Cathedral fragile because the peoples who 
form the different nations have 
special affection and pride for 
their own people and for the 
nation they form. 


Sec. of State John Foster Dulles 


Editor: Walter M. Montano 
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CLOSER WALK 


The enlarged magazine is excellent, 
indeed. In addition to the forthright 
dealing with the totalitarian and un- 
scriptural nature of the church of 
Rome, the articles which enlighten the 
conscience for a closer walk with God, 
do much to round out a certain com- 
pleteness in your publication. God bless 
your labors, so intelligently directed, 
is my frequent prayer. 





















































B.L.W., Penna. 











WORLD WIDE NEED 


Thank you for the “CONVERTED CATH- 
ouic”! It is one of the most interesting 
magazines I have ever read. I believe, 
that the Roman Catholic Church is a 
serious danger for true Christianity in 
Sweden too. We need information be- 
cause it is very few people in our 
country who really know the Roman 
Church. May God bless you in your 
important work. 

































































Rev. K.M., Sweden 














WHAT LOVE 


Some time ago, I wrote you that I 
have made a check of $100.00 to be sent 
to you when I am sure I shall no longer 
need it. Because of my age, 91, and 
poor health, I do not know that I won’t 
need it. After reading the March num- 
ber of Converted Catholic Magazine I 
decided that instead of sending the 
$100.00 later, I would send smaller 
checks as I can so that you can be using 
the money now. You have been at so 
much expense sending free copies, that 
this will help. 

You wonderful men—what a God- 
send you are to all of us! It takes the 
power of God to attack Satan so boldly. 
God bless all of you. 








































































































A.M.C., Colorado 





COMPACT 





I have never read outside the Bible 
a more concise, revealing resume of the 
religious ‘signs of the times’ than your 
editorial, “Evanston—Where Do We 
Go From Here?” 

Before I go further, enclosed is a 
$2.00 check for the annual subscription 
for the CONVERTED CATHOLIC Magazine. 
I was given January’s issue by a friend 
and find that it will be useful in our 
local effort to stalemate an on-rush of 
the effects of the anti-Christ. 

Of the few church papers and maga- 
zines I take, there has never come to 
our home one issue and one essay com- 
pacting into one bundle the vast sur- 
vey relative to Catholicism’s political 
world ambition that the sects of reli- 
gious organizations are trying to effect. 

L.E.H., Indiana 


YOUR GIFTS MAKE IT POSSIBLE 


We have been receiving the copies of 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
that you have sent and are dis- 
tributing them to our missionaries here 
in Peru. We receive the copies from a 
month to six weeks late, but the news 
is still fresh and the articles do not 
grow old. Please accept our heartfelt 
thanks for these copies. Especially we 
have enjoyed the “Candle of the 
Month,” “Eyes of the World,” and 
“You Be the Judge” sections of these 
last few magazines. 

G.H.N., Florida 


NEEDED ITEM 


My brother-in-law handed me a copy 
of your magazine. It is just what I 
need to be able to testify to my many 
Catholic friends and neighbors. It helps 
me to understand their great and spe- 
cial need. Three of our Lutheran girls 
were tricked into marriages with 
Catholics. They do not see through the 
deceitfulness of the priest who does 
not tell them the truth of Catholic 
teaching, but encourages them to “pray 
as you always have.” 

Mrs. 1.B., Minnesota 


HELP IN OFFICE 


Your magazine has been a source of 
information to me so that I can better 
deal with these business associates 
hoping that I might win some to my 
Lord and Saviour. 

I am enclosing a check for $2.00 
which is to pay for a year’s subscrip- 
tion. 

Miss A.E.F., Connecticut 


“GOODLY SHARE" 


Please renew my subscription and 
use the rest for your marvelous work. 

You have the most penetrating, and 
enlightening, magazine that I have 
ever read. If America remains great, 
you will have had a goodly share in it. 
A.H.M., Kansas City, Mo. 
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WONDERFUL 


Congratulations on the new 
VERTED CATHOLIC Magazine. It is 
derful! All of my friends who ha’ 
ceived free copies have been g 
blessed by it. ; 

L.W., K 


HAVE YOU ACTED? 


I have read with pleasure the # 
free copies of your magazine and 
that I must not delay any lon 
getting this subscription to you. [ 
close the sum of $5.00 for a 3 
subscription. 4 

J.H.H., Winnipeg, 


ABSOLUTION 


Switzerland was my native 
was brought up a Roman Catholi¢ 
now am a Christian. After joini 
Protestant church on the 21st of 
ruary, 1921, I had often been told that 
I would not receive “absolution” except 
that I promised the priest (at confes- 
sion) that I would never enter that 
church again. 

J.F.W., New York 


PRAY CHRISTIANS 


I do not care for your magazine, | 
have never subscribed to it and I do 
not wish to receive it. Please take my 
name from your mailing list and if 
someone has paid for my subscription, 
it is your Christian duty to refund 
their money. 

I am not, nor have ever been, a Cath- 
olic! I do not believe in their form of 
religion. BUT, I do NOT believe it is 
for any of us to condemn them! “Judge 
not, lest ye be judged.” Please cease to 
send me your magazine. 

Mrs. H.C.W., New York 


HARD TO REALIZE 


I have been reading a booklet en- 
titled, “A Message to Roman Catho 
lics” by John Ingram. I am a Roman 
Catholic and I read that I could come 
in contact with former Roman Catho- 
lic priests by writing to you. 

I have a very good friend who has 
been helping me to read my Bible and 
realize certain truths in the Bible that 
I never knew before. All my life I have 
been taught that to leave the Catholic 
faith would mean eternal damnation. 
I am twenty-one years old now and 
after a lifetime of Catholic teaching, 
it is hard to realize that so many things 
that I have always believed to be true, 
are not only false but against the 
teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I would appreciate a message of some 
kind which will help me to overcome 
this fear. The only logical person to 
ask is a former Roman Catholic priest 
and of course, through careful study 
of my Bible. Would you also send me 
a copy of the magazine entitled, “The 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC?” 

Mrs. L.H., Wisconsin 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


ROME PROSPERS WHERE IGNORANCE PREVAILS 


At the expense of Protestant lives and schools, as well as churches, 
Colombia is working to halt Protestant education in spite of 

the acute shortage of public schools and the high degree of 
illiteracy existing in the nation. In April alone thirteen 
Protestant primary day schools were forced shut, making a 

total of thirty for this year and over 160 for the period 

since organized religious persecution began in 1948. 


_) BLE Argentinian Catholics, 

with the blessing of Rome, 
are rebelling against attempts on 
the part of the government to 
remove state support from sec- 


arian (i.e., Roman Catholic) 
education, Colombian Catholics, 
also blessed by Rome, continue to 
close non-state-supported Prot- 
estant schools, which are operat- 
ing legally under the constitution 
of a South American republic. 
The recent closing of two schools 
by a Roman Catholic priest indi- 
tates the manner in which the 
Catholic Church and the pro- 
Vatican government, working 
together, are suppressing Prot- 
estant education. 

Father Romulo Trujillo, a 
Catholic priest and Director of 
Education in Huila Department, 
tsed the Protestant primary 
whools in Cachaya and Corozal 
late last year. In Decree 260 of 
1954, signed by him and Colonel 


SEPTEMBER, 1955 


Ezequiel Palacios, governor of 
the Department, Father Trujillo 
accused the two schools of func- 
tioning without official approval, 
of not giving instruction in the 
Roman Catholic religion, and of 
engaging in “proselytizing.” 
“The functioning of the Protes- 
tant schools of Cachaya and Cor- 
ozal, sponsored by the Protestant 
congregation of Gigante,” said 
the priest in his decree, “and of 
all educational establishments 
with the same characteristics, is 
prohibited.” The closing of the 
two schools has aggravated the 
already serious problem of pub- 
lic education in Huila Depart- 
ment. 


CRISIS 
IN HUILA DEPARTMENT 


The government Statistical 
Bureau in a report on Huila, 
makes the following statement 


about public education in that 
Department: “The primary 
school population of the Depart- 
ment is calculated for 1952 at 
50,618 children, of which 24,208 
attend educational  establish- 
ments; that is, 50% remain 
without instruction. Illiteracy is 
high, at least 60%, because the 
number of schools is insufficient 
for the population.” (Economia 
y Estadistica, No. 77, Jan. to 
June, 1953, p. 48.) 

But the lack of public schools 
in Huila Department is only a 
small index of a still more criti- 
cal problem, the nation-wide edu- 
cational deficiency. 

The crisis in public education 
may be seen from the statistics 
for 1953, recently released by the 
government. Of the 2,331,286 
Colombian children between 
seven and fourteen years of age, 
only 1,028,219, or 44%, were en- 
rolled in schools at the beginning 
of the year. Of those who were 
enrolled, only half finished the 
school year and were promoted 
to the following grade. Thus, less 
than a fourth of the primary 
school population obtained ade- 
quate instruction during the year. 


LACK OF 
QUALIFIED TEACHERS 


In the same year, 1953, there 
were 21,823 primary school 
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teachers, but only 5,996 of them 
had a normal school degree. Chil- 
dren fortunate enough to begin 
a primary school education have 
but small opportunity of finishing 
even that rudimentary training. 
Of every hundred children who 
enroll in the first grade only 
twelve reach the fourth. In 80% 
of the municipalities of the na- 
tion no fourth grade is offered in 
the schools, and in 58% no third 
grade. Illiteracy, already very 
high (over 44% of the adult 
population can neither read nor 
write), is increasing with the 
present educational deficiency. 

The problem for Protestants 
is even more serious. The domi- 
nation of the public school system 
by the Roman Catholic Church 
has produced the following re- 
sults: 


(1) Obligatory Religious In- 
structions. In the public schools 
all children are compelled to re- 
ceive instruction in the dogmas 
and doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Protestant 
Christian faith is ridiculed and 
misrepresented. The Reformation 
of the sixteenth century is held 
up as one of history’s worst 
crimes, and Martin Luther, in 
the Catholic catalogue of evil, 
occupies a place next to Judas 
Iscariot. 

(2) Obligatory Participation in 
Catholic Rites. All public school 
children are obliged to join in 
the rites and practices of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Teach- 
ers and pupils must attend the 
Mass as a group on Sundays and 
feast days. The recital of the 
Rosary is taught in the primary 
grades. In the fourth grade the 
government requires the teach- 
ing of the Litanies to the Most 
Holy Virgin. 

In one town, the mayor, after 
closing the Protestant school, 
forced Protestant parents to en- 
roll their children in the public 
school under threat of fine. The 
parish priest then required all 
children in the public school to 
receive Catholic baptism, confess 
their sins to him, receive first 
communion, go to Mass, and con- 
tribute to Roman Catholic cele- 
brations. 
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In some cases, parents have 
requested at the time of enroll- 
ment that their children be ex- 
cused from attending Mass. 
Teachers and principals have 
sometimes agreed to this, but 
later, under clerical pressure, the 
teachers censure children who do 
not go to Mass. 


A RECENT EXAMPLE is the per- 

secution of Eugenio Vasquez 
in the public school for boys in 
Zaragoza (Antioquia Depart- 
ment). When it was discovered, 
last year, that Eugenio was a 
Protestant, his teacher an- 
nounced that Protestantism is 
the religion of the Devil and then 
expelled him from the school. 
Later, after being readmitted, 
the child was forced to pray to 
images of saints in his classroom. 
Edilina Vasquez, Teresita de la 
Osa, and Cecilia Diaz, three 
Protestant girls who attend the 
Zaragoza public school directed 
by the Sisters of Charity of 
Santa Teresita, were required to 
pray in front of images of saints 
in the school. The Sisters told the 
three girls that the Protestant 
Church was a “house of corrup- 
tion” and forbade them to attend 
services there. 

(3) Discrimination and Perse- 
cution in Public Schools. Children 
who do not attend the Mass are 
punished. Some have been beat- 
en, made to kneel in the sun for 
long periods, or made to trot 
around the school yard for a 
certain length of time. Protes- 
tant children are subjected to 
abusive language on the part of 
the teachers. Both teachers and 
Catholic children ridicule Protes- 
tant students because of their 
religious beliefs. 

(4) Expulsion from Public 
Schools. Frequently children are 
not admitted if it is known that 
they are Protestants. If children 
are admitted, they are usually 
expelled when it is discovered 
that they are Protestants. In one 
public school four girls were 
expelled because they refused to 


-akneel at Mass. 


(5) Prohibition of Protestant 
Schools. To stop Protestant edu- 
cation in the most backward re- 
gions of the country, the Minister 
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of the Interior, Lucio Pa 
Niujfiez, has prohibited Protest 
schools for Colombian childrg 
in the eighteen “Mission Terry 
tories” (regions assigned to Rp 
man Catholic missionary order 
whose combined areas 
three-fourths of the national ter. 
ritory). The prohibition 
issued as a Circular of 
Minister, dated January 
1954. It states: “The preseng 
of Protestant pastors in Missigp 
Territories . . . is protected by 
constitutional guarantees, but 
subject to the restriction pm 
hibiting the exercise of any 
public missionary work or aq 
educational work except for the 
children of non-Catholic fo. 
eigners.” 


(6) Closing of Protestant 
Schools. More than 160 Protes. 
tant primary day schools have 
been closed since 1948. In most 
cases the closures have been 
ordered by police, mayors or Di- 
rectors -of Education. In a few 
instances the school buildings 
have been destroyed by the 
authorities and the teachers have 
had to flee. Frequently the goy- 
ernment authorities have merely 
stated that Protestant schools are 
prohibited in Colombia and that 
the Protestant religion has to be 
eliminated. 
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In some closures the mayor, 
accompanied by the police, has 
gone to the schools and pushed 
the children out into the street. 
Often the schools have been 
closed on the grounds that they 
do not teach the government 
plan of study, although the only 
variation from the government 
plan is in the matter of religion. 
Frequently excuses such as iD 
adequate sanitary conditions or 
mixed education have been used 
to close schools, and then they 
have not been permitted to re 
open after the requirements i 
these regards have been fulfilled. 
Sometimes the schools have been 
closed because the local priest 
ordered them closed. Schools in 
Mission Territories have been 
shut because a 1953 Treaty with 
the Vatican gives the Roman 
Catholic Church control of edt 
cation in those regions. 
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A few of the closed schools 
have been reopened. Of these, the 
ones which have received the 
most publicity are the Baptist 
and Seventh-day Adventist 
schools of the predominantly 



































































al § Protestant Islands of San Andrés 
# § and Providencia. The five schools 
s § were closed for three months last 
; year by Bishop Gaspar de Ori- 
puela, a Spanish capuchin monk 
ie § who serves as Apostolic Prefect 
m § in the islands. 
by His arbitrary action produced 
mt § an international furor which led 
m § to the reopening of the schools 
my § by direct presidential order. It 
my § should be noted, however, that 
ihe # according to the 1953 Treaty on 
or § Missions, and according to the 
above-cited Circular of the Minis- 
ant | er of the Interior, Protestant 
es, | schools in San Andrés and Provi- 
ye | dencia are prohibited because 
cat they lie within Mission Territory 
sen 4 of the Apostolic Prefecture of 
Di. § San Andrés and Providencia. 
ew (7) Government Refusal to At- 
ngs | tend Protestant Complaints. Prot- 
the § estants have registered many 
ave § complaints with Departmental 
ov- § Inspectors of Education, refer- 
ely § ring to Article 53 of the Consti- 
are & tution of Colombia which guaran- 
hat § tees freedom of religion in the 
be § following words: “The State 
guarantees freedom of con- 
ro science. No one shall be disturbed 
has | Ycause of his religious opinions, 
hed | obliged to profess creeds or to 
eet, | observe practices which are con- 
ont trary to his conscience.” 
hey Inspectors have _ invariably 
ail agreed with this, and, without 
nly investigation, denied that dis- 
ent | ‘Timination or persecution could 
‘on, | Mave taken place. 
in- (8) Refusal to Approve Prot- 
or § etant Schools. Government ap- 
ised § proval for private schools re- 
hey § quires the certification of the 
re- § local priest. The Roman Catholic 
; in § Church, however, has officially 
led. § condemned Protestant schools as 
een § & threat to public morals and 
‘jest § national unity. In the Mission 
3 in J Territories (three-fourths of the 
een § National area) Roman Catholic 
vith | bishops directly control all edu- 
man § ‘ation, according to the terms of 
edu- § the Treaty on Missions. In Huila, 
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partments priests serve as 
government Directors of Educa- 
tion. Even in the remaining 20% 
of the nation, the present govern- 
ment has refused to act on re- 
quests to give approval to Prot- 
estant schools. 

Frequently the application 
forms for approval are ignored 
by the authorities. Sometimes ap- 
proval is denied because the 
schools do not comply with cer- 
tain impracticable rules which 
are generally ignored by the pub- 
lie schools. For example, Prot- 
estant rural schools have been 
turned down because of a lack of 
modern sanitary installations 
with porcelain toilets. While this 
may sound reasonable to a for- 
eigner, it should be understood 
that of the 12,500 schools in 
Colombia, less than half have 
sanitary installations with run- 
ning water. Informed Colom- 
bians recognize this ‘tactic for 
what it is, a form of “legal’’ dis- 
crimination against the Protes- 
tant minority. 


THE PURPOSE 
OF PROTESTANT SCHOOLS 


Protestant schools have been 
calumniated by the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy, and unworthy 
motives have been attributed to 
Protestant educators. It should 
be noted that the objective of 
Protestant education is twofold: 


(1) To Educate Children of 
Protestant Families. This article 
has indicated a few of the rea- 
sons why Protestant children 
cannot attend the public schools. 
Since literate laymen are a basic 
necessity of the Protestant 
Church, the only solution to the 
problem consists in establishing 
Protestant Schools. 


(2) To make a Genuine Cultur- 
al Contribution to the National 
Life of Colombia. The Protestant 
Church does this in the following 
ways. 


(a) Protestant schools supple- 
ment the present deficiency in 
public education, thus making 
it possible for many thousands 
of Colombian children to re- 





ceive an education who would 
otherwise remain illiterate. 


(b) Protestant schools func- 
tion with democratic princi- 
ples. No child is refused enroll- 
ment on the basis of race, 
creed, color, or social or 
economic background. Illegiti- 
mate children, who are fre- 
quently refused enrollment in 
other schools, are not turned 
away at Protestant institu- 
tions. This problem is by no 
means a minor one. In 1950, 
28% of the children born in 
Colombia were illegitimate. 


(c) Protestant schools use 
modern pedagogical methods. 
Without attempting to analyze 
the present status of education 
in Colombia it should, never- 
theless, be pointed out that 
Protestants have been leaders 
in the introduction of modern 
educational techniques. 


(d) Protestant schools train 
civic leaders of high moral 
character. The false idea, pro- 
mulgated by the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy, that only Roman 
Catholics can be true patriots 
must be emphatically rejected. 


(e) Protestant schools pro- 
mote mutual understanding 
and good-will. Long before the 
days of the “good neighbor 
policy,” Protestant schools 
were an effective means of pro- 
moting international under- 
‘ standing and _ hemispheric 
solidarity. 


A LOOK TO THE FUTURE 


The official attitude, though un- 
expressed, is evidently the fol- 
lowing: Better an _ illiterate 
Colombian than one educated by 
Protestant teachers. This govern- 
ment position of hostility to 
Protestant schools means that 
the activities and functioning of 
Protestant schools will be ham- 
pered and restricted whenever 
this can be done without causing 
a public scandal. Protestant edu- 
cators will need considerable 
flexibility to adjust themselves to 
changes in local conditions, and 
their plans will be made in an 
atmosphere of uncertainty. END 
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A. J. GORDON 


The Making of a Saint 


by A. J]. Gordon, D. D. 


For centuries the Roman Catholic Church 
has been building up an exclusive confraternity 
known as saints, whose function is to mediate 
on behalf of the faithful on this earth. These 
saints, according to church procedure, must 
already have departed this life and subsequent 
miracles must have been attributable to their 
intervention before they could be considered for 
elevation, beatification, and eventual canoniza- 
tion. 

Often, fanatical, even ludicrous, miracles 
and revelations have been ascribed to individu- 
als long since forgotten, thus setting in motion 
the slow wheels of ecclesiastical sanctification. 
The evangelical concept of sainthood stands 






dl 
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in complete contrast to this arbitrary formula, 
According to the Scriptures sainthood, or holi- 
ness, is achieved in this life, on this earth, 
reaching its complete fulfillment at the second 
coming of Christ, “when this mortal must put 
on immortality.” The only instrumentality for 
conferring or imparting this coveted blessing is 
the Holy Spirit, sent as Christ’s Ambassador till 
His return to gather his saints home. 

The following message by Dr. Gordon, emi- 
nent nineteenth century Bible scholar, is timely 
for both Protestants and Catholics, especially in 
view of recent attempts to increase the Roman 
Church’s roster of so-called saints by the addi- 
tion of the American Indian girl. 
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“ A CCORDING TO THE SPIRIT of 

holiness” Christ “was de- 
clared to be the Son of God in 
p°wer by the resurrection from 
the dead” (Rom. 1:4). How 
striking the antithesis between 
our Lord’s two natures, as re- 
vealed in this passage, Son of 
David as to the flesh, Son of God 
as to the Spirit. And “as he is so 
are we in this world.” 
























































We who are regenerate have 
two natures, the one derived from 
Adam, the other derived from 
Christ, and our sanctification con- 
sists in the double process of mor- 
tification and vivification, the 
deadening and subduing of the old 
and the quickening and develop- 
ing of the new. In other words, 
what was wrought in Christ who 
was “put to death in the flesh but 
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quickened in the spirit” is re 
wrought in us through the con- 
stant operation of the Holy Ghost, 
and thus the cross and the resur- 
rection extend their sway over the 
entire life of the Christian. Con- 
sider these two experiences. 
Mortification is not asceticism. 
It is not a self-inflicted compunt 
tion, but a Christ-inflicted crue 
fixion. Our Lord was done with 
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the cross when on Calvary he 
cried: “It is finished.” But where 
he ended each disciple must be- 
gin: “If any man will come after 
me let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall 
Jose it, and whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake shall find it’ 
(Matt. 16:24, 25). 
- These words, so constantly re- 
ted in one form or another by 
our Lord, make it clear that the 
death-principle must be realized 
within us in order that the life- 
principle may have final and tri- 
umphant sway. It is to this truth 
which every disciple is solemnly 
committed in his baptism: “Know 
ye not that so many of us as were 
paptized into Christ were bap- 
tized into his death? Therefore we 
were buried with him by baptism 
into death, that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of 
life’ (Rom. 6:3, 4). 

Baptism is the monogram of 
the Christian ; by it every believer 
is sealed and certified as a partici- 
pant in the death and life of 


Christ; and the Holy Spirit has 
been given to be the Executor of 
the contract thus made at the 
symbolic grave of Christ. 


THE THREE DEATHS 


In considering the great fact of 
the believer’s death in Christ to 
sin and the law, we must not con- 
found what the Scriptures clearly 
distinguish. There are three 
deaths in which we have part: 

1. Death in sin, our natural 
condition. 

2. Death for sin, our judicial 
condition. 

3. Death to sin, our sanctified 
condition. 

1. Death in sin. “And you... 
who were dead in trespasses and 
sins,” “And you being dead in 
your sins” (Eph. 2:1; Col: 2:13). 
This is the condition in which we 
are by nature, as participants in 
the fall and ruin into which the 
transgression of our first parents 
has plunged the race. It is a con- 
dition in which we are under mor- 
al insensibility to the claims of 
God’s holiness and love; and un- 
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der the sentence of eternal pun- 
ishment from the law which we 
have broken. In this state of death 
in sin Christ found the whole 
world when he came to be our 
Saviour. 

2. Death for sin. “Wherefore, 
my brethren, ye also are become 
dead to the law by the body of 
Christ’”’ (Rom. 7:4). This is the 
condition into which Christ 
brought us by his sacrifice upon 
the cross. He endured the sen- 
tence of a violated law on our be- 
half, and therefore we are count- 
ed as having endured it in him. 
What he did for us is reckoned as 
having been done by us: “Because 
we thus judge, that one died for 
all, therefore all died” (II Cor. 
5:14, R.V.). Being one with 
Christ through faith, we are iden- 
tified with him on the cross: “I 
have been crucified with Christ” 
(Gal. 2:20, R.V.). This condition 
of death for sin having been ef- 
fected for us by our Saviour, we 
are held legally or judicially free 
from the penalty of a violated 
law, if by our personal faith we 
will consent to the transaction. 

3. Death to sin. “Even so 
reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead unto sin, but alive unto God 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:11, 
R.V.). This is the condition of 
making true in ourselves what is 
already true for us in Christ, of 
rendering practical what is now 
judicial; in other words, of being 
dead to the power of sin in our- 
selves, as we are already dead to 
the penalty of sin through Jesus 
Christ. 

As it is written in the Epistle 
to the Colossians: “For ye died,” 
judicially in Christ, “mortify’”— 
make dead practically—“there- 
fore your members which are 
upon the earth” (Col. 3:2, 5, 
R.V.). It is this condition which 
the Holy Spirit is constantly ef- 
fecting in us if we will have it so. 
“If ye through the Spirit do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body ye shall 
live” (Rom. 8:13). This is not 
self-deadening, as the Revised 
Version seems to suggest by its 
decapitalizing of the word “Spir- 
it.” Self is not powerful enough 
to conquer self, the human spirit 
to get the victory over the human 
flesh. That were like a drowning 


man with his right hand laying 
hold on his left hand, only that 
both may sink beneath the waves. 
“Old Adam is too strong for 
young Melancthon,” said the Re- 
former. 

It is the Spirit of God overcom- 
ing our fleshly nature by his in- 
dwelling life, on whom is our sole 
dependence. Our principal care 
therefore must be to “walk in the 
Spirit” and “be filled with the 
Spirit,” and all the rest will come 
spontaneously and inevitably. As 
the ascending sap in the tree 
crowds off the dead leaves which 
in spite of storm and frost cling 
to the branches all winter long, 
so does the Holy Ghost within us, 
when allowed full sway, subdue 
and expel the remnants of our 
sinful nature. 


THE SOURCE OF LIFE 
AND LOVE 


One cannot fail to see that as- 
ceticism is an absolute inversion 
of the Divine order, since it seeks 
life through death instead of find- 
ing death through life. No degree 
of mortification can ever bring us 
to sanctification. We are to “put 
off the old man with his deeds.” 
But how? By “putting on the new 
man who is renewed in knowl- 
edge after the image of him that 
created him.” “For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of 
sin and death” (Rom. 8:2), 
writes Paul. 

It is a pointed statement of the 
case which one makes in describ- 
ing the transition from the old to 
the new in his own experience, 
from the former life of perpetual 
defeat to the present life of vic- 
tory through Christ. “Once it was 
a constant breaking off, now it is 
a daily bringing in,” he says. 


‘That is, the former striving was 


directed to being rid of the in- 
veterate habits and evil tenden- 
cies of the old nature—its selfish- 
ness, its pride, its lust, and its 
vanity. Now the effort is to bring 
in the Spirit, to drink in his di- 
vine presence, to breathe, as a 
holy atmosphere, his supernatural 
life. 

The indwelling of the Spirit 
can alone effect the exclusion of 
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sin. This will appear if we con- 
sider what has been called “the 
expulsive power of a new affec- 
tion.” “Love not the world, nei- 
ther the things that are in the 
world,” says the Scripture. But 
all experience proves that loving 
not is only possible through lov- 
ing, the worldly affection being 
overcome by the heavenly. 


ND WE FIND THIS METHOD 
clearly exhibited in the word. 
“The love of the Spirit” (Rom. 
15:30) is given us for overcoming 
the world. The divine life is the 
source of the divine love. There- 
fore “the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us.” 
Because we are by nature so 
wholly without heavenly affection, 
God, through the indwelling Spir- 
it, gives us his own love with 
which to love himself. Herein is 
the highest credential of disciple- 
ship: “By this shall all men know 
‘ that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another” (John 
13:35). 

As Christ manifested to the 
world the love of the Father, so 
are we to manifest the love of 
Christ—a manifestation, how- 
ever, which is only possible be- 
cause of our possessorship of a 
common life. As one has truly 
said concerning our Saviour’s 
command to his disciples to love 
one another: “It is a command 
which would be utterly idle and 
futile were it not that he, the 
ever-loving One, is willing to put 
his own love within me. The com- 
mand is really no more than to be 
a branch of the true vine. I am 
to cease from my own living and 
loving, and yield myself to the 
expression of Christ’s love.” 


THE LIKENESS OF CHRIST 


And what is true of the love of 
Christ is true of the likeness of 
Christ. How is the likeness ac- 
quired? Through contemplation 
and imitation? So some have 
taught. And it is true, if only the 
indwelling Spirit is behind all, 
beneath all, and effectually opera- 
tive in all. As it is written: “But 
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we all with unveiled face, reflect- 
ing as a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory, 
even as from the Lord, the Spirit’ 
(II Cor. 3:18, R.V.). It is only 
the Spirit of the Lord dwelling 
within us that can fashion us to 
the image of the Lord set before 
us. 
Who is sufficient by external 
imitation of Christ to become 
conformed to the likeness of 
Christ? Imagine one without 
genius and devoid of the artist’s 
training sitting down before 
Raphael’s famous picture of the 
Transfiguration and attempting 
to reproduce it. How crude and 
mechanical and lifeless his work 
would be! But if such a thing 
were possible that the spirit of 
Raphael should enter into the 
man and obtain the mastery of 
his mind and eye and hand, it 
would be entirely possible that he 
should paint this masterpiece; 
for it would simply be Raphael 
reproducing Raphael. 

And this in a mystery is what 
is true of the disciple filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Christ, who is 
“the image of the invisible God,” 
is set before him as his divine 
pattern, and Christ by the Spirit 
dwells within him as a divine 
life, and Christ is able to image 
forth Christ from the interior life 
to the outward example. 


F COURSE likeness to Christ is 

but another name for holiness, 
and when, at the resurrection, we 
awake satisfied with his likeness 
(Ps. 17:15), we shall be perfected 
in holiness. This is simply saying 
that sanctification is progressive 
and not, like conversion, instan- 
taneous. And yet we must admit 
the force of what a devout and 
thoughtful writer says as to the 
danger of regarding it as only a 
gradual growth. 

If a Christian looks upon him- 
self as “a tree planted by the riv- 
ers of water that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season,” he judges 
rightly. But to conclude therefore 
that his growth will be as irre- 
sistible as that of the tree, coming 
as a matter of course simply be- 
cause he has by regeneration been 
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planted in Christ, is a grave mig 
take. The disciple is required f 
be consciously and intelligently 
active in his own growth, ag, 
tree is not, “to give all diligeng 
to make his calling and electigy 
sure.”’ And when we say “active 
we do not mean self-active mere 
ly, for “which of you by being 
anxious can add one cubit unty 
his stature?’ asks Jesus (Matt 
6:27, R.V.). 

But we must surrender ou. 
selves to the divine action by liy. 
ing in the Spirit and praying in 
the Spirit and walking in th 
Spirit, all of which conditions 
are as essential to our develop 
ment in holiness, as the rain and 
the sunshine are to the growth 
of the oak. It is possible that 
through a neglect and grieving 
of the Spirit a Christian may he 
of smaller stature in his age than 
he was in his spiritual infaney, 
his progress being a retrogres 
sion rather than an advance 
Therefore in saying that sancti- 
fication is progressive let us be 
ware of concluding that it is 
inevitable. 
























































































THE WAY TO HOLINESS 







Moreover, as candid inquirers, 
we must ask what of truth and 
of error there may be in the doe- 
trine of “instantaneous sanctifi- 
cation,” which many devout per- 
sons teach and profess to have 
proved. If the conception is that 
of a state of sinless perfection 
into which the believer has been 
suddenly lifted and of deliver- 
ance from a sinful nature which 
has been suddenly eradicated, we 
must consider this doctrine as 
dangerously untrue. But we do 
consider it possible that one may 
experience a great crisis in his 
spiritual life, in which there is 
such a total self-surrender to 
God and such an infilling of the 
Holy Spirit, that he is freed from 
the bondage of sinful appetites 
and habits, and enabled to have 
constant victory over self, in- 
stead of suffering constant de 
feat. In saying this, what more 
do we affirm than is taught in 
that scripture: “Walk in the 


(Continued on page 11) 
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BIRTH OF A MISSION 


My dear Brother: 


Are you the Fray Luis of The 
Monk Who Lived Again? When 
I received your form letter today, 
I reached to the tier table beside 
my chair and slid that book out 
and read it through yet once 
again. Many of the names of 
places mentioned in it are very 
familiar to me. Would you like to 
know where and why? 

I inherited your biography 
from a precious young man of 
God who had become so inflamed 
by it that he pled passionately 
with his congregation to take up 
the challenge and _ consecrate 
themselves to .the liberation of 
those unreached Indians for 
whom Christ also died. In the 
end ‘t was he who led a group of 
ten adults and six children on a 
journey into the unknown, mi- 
raculously directed and interceded 
for every step of the way by Him 
who is The Way. 

One year later, our former pas- 
tor, with four lonely young men, 
gave their lives gladly near the 
Tueabasu River, about midway 
between Rabori and Santa Ca- 
cazin, Bolivia. They did not die 
in vain, although it was more 
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than six years later that that 
large Ayore tribe came out of the 
jungle, having been enticed with 
gifts left by one lone missionary 
who roamed the jungle trails. It 
was then learned definitely for 
the first time that our boys were 
dead and how they had been beat- 
en to death and their bodies 
thrown into the river. But— 


The wife of one of them (Jean 
Dye) had obtained the services of 
an Ayore woman who had been 
taken by the whites while yet a 
child, to be a slave. She taught 
Jean the language so she could 
converse with the tribal chief, 
who was the brother of Jean’s 
companion! Such are the ways of 
God... 


ROM that small adventurous be- 
ginning has grown a God- 
blessed but man-despised mission, 


which has been especially favored 


by the governments of Bolivia, 
Brazil, Argentina, and even Co- 
lombia. The Indian inspectors re- 
quest our missionaries first and 
only take Catholic priests if there 
are no Christian missionaries 
available. Of course, you realize 
that all too often they are not, 
because comfortable pastorates or 
other “full-time” Christian work 


here in the States have too power- 
ful an appeal. 


My daughter was the wife of 
one of the young men who gave 
their lives, and she brought the 
Mission’s pioneer baby into the 
world sixteen months after she 
was married and left New Or- 
leans, and five months after her 
beloved disappeared. We saw our 
granddaughter, our one and only, 
for the first time when she was 
four years old. They returned to 
Bolivia when she was six, and we 
have not seen her since. 


The first six years our group 
worked out of Rabori, but then 
moved their field secretary’s head- 
quarters to Cochabamba, Cajon 
522. They were able to lease a 
fine large place for a school; this 
later became impractical, so now 
they have a larger area with their 
own buildings at Tambo, some 
distance from Cochabamba. Anis 
will be eleven in March and is in 
the sixth grade. She sees her 
mother once a year during the 
summer vacation, but is a dear 
little missionary who wants her 
mother to tell those little Indian 
children, whom she also has 
learned to love during her visits, 
about Jesus. 

Audrey Bacon, our daughter, 
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From the time of the editor's conversion some twenty-eight years 
ago, he like Paul of old has always rejoiced to give his testimony of 
what the Lord had done for him. Perhaps his most influential message 
was the chapter entitled “South America’s Calvary,” which he wrote 
to accompany the story of his life written by B. H. Pearson. 

In response to this missionary appeal, he has been privileged to 
receive many letters witnessing to an aroused interest in Latin Amer- 
ican missions and a renewed dedication to the cause of Christ. Two 
of the most recent and most inspirational are the following, one of 
which was written from the depths of a mother’s heart consecrated to 
the spreading of the Gospel in South America, and the other by a 
young man studying to be a missionary to those in darkness in the 


Philippines. 


Because of the wonderful work of the New Tribes Missions, 
which began with the burning zeal of a young man of God and even- 
tually spread to many South American countries, we are constrained 
to share with our readers this moving tale of sacrifice and devotion. 
The unstinting consecration of the small group of men and women, 
who counted all but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus their Lord, leaves one humble in the presence of God’s mysteri- 


ous workings. 


We believe that these two testimonies of passionate adventure for 
God will be a challenge to all who are “at ease in Zion,” and we offer 
them with a humble but grateful prayer that their ministry may ex- 


tend to other hearts hungry for service in God’s vineyard. 


has been working among the 
Chamas ’way down the river from 
Runenebaque, El Beni. They are 
a strange people, one Cranch be- 
ing anxious to learn to read and 
write and to listen to the Gospel ; 
but where she is now they are 
positively devilish, taking delight 
in performing their demon-con- 
trolled rites and in every way 
making life utterly miserable— 
except that God loves them. Jesus 
died for them, and by His grace 
He has sent four young mission- 
aries, only one »f whom is a man, 
to deliver them out of darkness 
into light. It isn’t easy. 

ROM the moment’ I began re- 

reading your biography, I 
knew I was going to write to you 
to tell you, perhaps for the first 
time, how God used it to inspire 
one young man’s zeal to such an 
intensity, and that now there are 
seventy-seven missionaries in Bo- 
livia from this one Mission. Al- 
together I think there are well 
over three hundred in South 
America. 

Was your suffering in vain? Is 
anything ever in vain where it is 
for the glory of God? It is now 
twelve years since our little 
church lost its pastor, and I have 
read and reread the biography 


10 





—E. O 





which he so generously gave to 
me before he left. You have there- 
fore been waiting twelve years 
for someone to tell you this story, 
but I never realized until today 
that you might be that Walter 
Montafio, nor do I know it for 
sure even now. 

If you are, may I please remind 
you of your offer of help in the 
last chapter, and if you know of 
anything which would be useful 
to my daughter under the condi- 
tions which I have so briefly de- 
scribed, would you please let me 
know where and how I may ob- 
tain it? Also do you have other 
biographies which you can recom- 
mend, with the information as to 
where I may obtain them? 

I wish to send you a special 
donation in answer to your un- 
precedented request, but I cannot 
do so at this time. I am sure God 
knows your need and my heart’s 
responsive desire, so when He 
gives it to me I shall gladly pass 
it along to you. The CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC is of particular value to 
me because God has chosen to so 
arrange my life that I have all 
the time I want or need to study. 
I have diligently studied the Ro- 
man Catholic religion from their 
own literature, preparing myself, 
with God’s help, to perfect in me 
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a real love and tenderness fo 
them, for a definite mini 
among the members of my 
family, my neighbors and frien¢ 








One of the strangest co 


quences of this preparation ig 


new gift of writing acceptable 


letters to the editor of our local 


paper which I have learned am 


being used of God in this parish, 
The combination of the paper's 
“needling” and the radiant testi. 
mony of my converted Catholic 
niece-in-law, has the parish priest 
so uncomfortable that he has ae. 
tually become physically indig. 


posed. God is working among Ro. 


man Catholics, I am sure, because 
has He not promised that there 
shall be some from every nation, 
kindred, tongue, and people? 

I will be looking forward to 
hearing from you, trusting that 
this letter and the booklet have 
brought joy and deep gratitude 
that God counted you worthy to 
suffer these unspeakable things 
for Him, that the telling of them 
should produce so abundantly. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Claude Burgess 


Dear Dr. Montaio: 


I am studying to be a mission- 
ary to the Catholic people of the 
Philippine Islands . .. My parents 
are now missionaries in the Phil- 
ippines, where I spent four years 
with them. Needless to say, your 
book struck a responsive chord 
within my own heart because I 
have been privileged to observe 
Catholicism for myself, not in 
precept but in practice. I couldn’t 
help feeling a deep stirring as I 
read that book and of your des- 
perate attempt to reach out for 
God. 

But what I want to say is this: 
accidently I ran across an older 
copy of that book in which were 
pictures and a closing chapter 
written by yourself. In it was 
expressed the desire for someone 
to return to your people. I realize 
four years or more [actually, fif- 
teen] have passed since those 
words were written, and I know 
also that the country to which I 
return is not the one you had in 
mind. But I must tell you, Dr. 
Montajfio, even at the risk of over- 
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jndulging in your time, that read- 
ing of your life, and then of your 
own call for help to your people, 
has caused some kind of deepen- 
ing spirituality in my own life. 

I have felt the call for over 
three years to return as a mis- 
sionary to those people lost in 
superstition. There is there a 
practice which they call “The Pro- 
cession of the Flagellantes.” It 
consists of devout Catholic men 
who strip to the waist and for 
several hours beat their bare 
packs absolutely raw, with the 
plood saturating their clothing. It 
is the most cruel form of worship 
[have ever witnessed, passing un- 
der the cloak of Christianity. I 
have the complete procession in 
35 mm. slides, which I use fre- 
quently in missionary services. It 
is because of observing a practice 
like this that I felt such a stirring 
upon reading of your life. 


B weppoee you receive many let- 

ters similar to this, and it may 
become a common affair to you, 
put how can I tell you, Dr. Mon- 
taio, what the reading of your 
life has done for mine? I feel a 
new, deeper devotion to our Sa- 
vior. I wish it were my privilege 
to answer your call directly to 
South America, but in answering 
our ‘Master’s call to the Philip- 
pines I want you to know that 
your life will forever stand out as 
a beacon light to me on that Cath- 
dlic field. Surely the Lord has 
been using your story for His 


ry. 

You stated in Rev. Pearson’s 
book that you had certain materi- 
alor information regarding South 
America. Since the Philippines 
are almost identical to the situa- 
tion there, any material or books 
that you might suggest on any 
phase of Catholicism would be 
valuable to me. 


It would be my happy privilege 
to meet you personally, Dr. Mon- 
tao. But if this never happens 
this side of heaven, I want you to 
know that I carry the memory of 
your life deep within my own 
heart. 

Diligently in His service, 
Umsted Pitts 
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Saint 


(Continued from page 8) 


Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 

Divine truth as revealed in 
Scripture seems often to lie be- 
tween two extremes. It is 
emphatically so in regard to this 
question. What a paradox it is 
that side by side in the Epistle 
of John we should have the 
strongest affirmation of the 
Christian’s sinfulness: “If we 
say that we have no sin we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us”; and the strongest 
affirmation of his _ sinlessness: 
“Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin, for his seed re- 
maineth in him, and he cannot 
sin because he is born of God” 
(I John 1:8; 3:9). 

Now heresy means a dividing 
or choosing, and almost all of the 
gravest errors have arisen from 
adopting some extreme statement 
of Scripture to the rejection of 
the other extreme. If we regard 
the doctrine of sinless perfection 
as a heresy, we regard content- 
ment with sinful imperfection as 
a greater heresy. And we gravely 
fear that many Christians make 
the apostle’s words, “If we say 
we have no sin we deceive our- 
selves,” the unconscious justifica- 
tion for a low standard of Chris- 
tian living. 

It were almost better for one 
to overstate the possibilities of 
sanctification in his eager grasp 
after holiness, than to understate 
them in his complacent satisfac- 
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tion with a traditional unholi- 
ness. Certainly it is not an edify- 
ing spectacle to see a Christian 
worldling throwing stones at a 
Christian perfectionist. 


SINLESS IN CHRIST 


What then would be a true 
statement of the doctrine which 
we are considering, one which 
would embrace both extremes of 
statement as they appear in the 
Epistle of John? Sinful in self, 
sinless in Christ—is our answer: 
“In him is no sin; whosoever 
abideth in him sinneth not” (I 
John 3:5, 6). If through the 
communication of the Holy Spirit 
the life of Christ is constantly 
imparted to us, that life will 
prevail within us. That life is 
absolutely sinless, as incapable of 
defilement as the sunbeam which 
has its fount and origin in the 
sun. 

In proportion to the closeness 
of our abiding in him will be the 
completeness of our deliverance 
from sinning. And we doubt not 
that there are Christians who 
have yielded themselves to God 
in such absolute surrender, and 
who through the upholding 
power of the Spirit have been so 
kept in that condition of sur- 
render, that sin has not had 
dominion over them. If in them 
the war between the flesh and the 
spirit has not been forever ended, 
there has been present victory in 
which troublesome sins have 
ceased from their assaults, and 
“the peace of God” has ruled in 
the heart... 

For the new-born man to do 
evil is to transgress the law of 
his nature as before it was to 
obey it. In a word, before our 
regeneration we lived in sin and 
loved it; since our regeneration 


‘we may lapse into sin but we 


loathe it. 


Only let us gladly emphasize 
this fact, that as we inherit from 
Adam a nature incapable of sin- 
lessness, we inherit from Christ 
a nature incapable of sinfulness. 
Therefore, it is written: “Who- 
soever is born of God cannot sin, 
for his seed remaineth in him.” 
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The Contest Over 


by J. Esser 





Belgian Schools 


On July 10 of this year some two hundred thou- 
sand Roman Catholics thronged the city of Brussels, 
Belgium, in protest over the proposed bill on educa- 
tion sponsored by the Liberal-Socialist coalition 
government of Premier Achille Van Acker. 

According to an Associated Press dispatch of the 
same day, the bill “provides for control of the open- 
ing of new private schools, cuts certain subsidies to 
free (Catholic) education, establishes strict condi- 
tions for subsidizing private education and lays down 
a series of measures which Catholic spokesmen say 
are a ‘deadly menace to Catholic education’ in 
Belgium. 

“Catholic spokesmen claim the bill aims at de- 
stroying the Catholic school system. Pro-government 
voices say it will re-establish the balance between offi- 
cial and Catholic schools, a balance they claim was 
broken in favor of Catholic education by former So- 
cial Christian Education Minister Pierre Harmel . . . 

“Catholics contend that by cutting subsidies to 
nonstate education and thus compelling it to charge 
pupils for an education, while state-controlled educa- 
tion is free of charge, the government is violating 
the principle of free choice by parents. 

“The government says it will be able, with powers 
contained in the bill, to open schools in Catholic 
areas for those parents who do not want a Catholic 
education for their children but who are compelled 
to give them one because there is no other school.” 

With the foregoing information clearly in mind, 
the reader will find the accompanying article, written 
by a resident of Brussels, most illuminating. 









T IS RATHER DIFFICULT for 

foreigners — _ particularly 
Americans — to understand the 
school question as it now existy 
in Belgium. The chief reason jg 
that the Roman Catholic Chureh 
has in the past been granted g 
preferred status in the country 
with many attendant privileges 
and has since appropriated thege 
as inalienable rights. Now that 
the government is ‘seeking to 
restore a balance, the Romap 
Church sees her influence declip. 
ing and her revenue decreasing 
and is ready for war. Always 
power-hungry, she cedes no priv. 
ilege without a struggle. 

Briefly this is what is at stake 
in the battle: the government is 
taking away from the Roman 
Catholic schools five hundred 
million francs, which will be 
given to government schools, 
Hence, (1) the Catholics are los- 
ing a most important source of 
financial aid, which they have 
heretofore been receiving, and 
(2) the Roman Catholic Church 
will no longer enjoy its monop- 
oly in the realm of education. 

Actually, the State is simply 
assuming its right and its place. 
Until now the Roman Catholic 
Church has been on the forefront 
claiming for itself alone the priv- 
ilege of founding schools. From 
now on the State will found 
schools wherever necessary. It 
will continue to finance Catholic 
schools, but more modestly; 
teachers will be entirely paid by 
the State. The decrease in sub- 
sidies will affect money grants 
for construction, classroom equip- 
ment, and so on. 


A LOOK AT HISTORY 


In order to understand the 
dominant position held by the 
Roman Church, it is necessary 
to take a look into the past. 

In 1550 Emperor Charles V 
declared Roman Catholicism to 
be the religion of the State. More- 
over, he signed the famous Plac- 
ards against the Protestants, 
many of whom were condemned 
to death and were subsequently 
martyred. Further, a certificate 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
was required of every foreigner 
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coming to live in the Low Coun- 
tries. (Belgium was then joined 
with Holland in one country.) 

Protestants moved away to the 
northern part of the country 
(present-day Holland) and to 
England and Germany. After 
that time the Dutch tried to ob- 
tain freedom of conscience, but 
in vain. Bloody struggles took 
place but without lasting results. 

In 1579 the seven provinces of 
the north separated themselves 
completely from Belgium and 
formed an independent nation 
(Holland) with new ideas, prin- 
cipally the freedom to practice 
the religion of one’s choice. 

Meanwhile, Belgium remained 
altogether subject to the political 
power of Roman Catholic Spain. 
In 1815 the Congress of Vienna 
joined Belgium with Holland, 
which had become a Protestant 
country. It was an impossible 
marriage, considering the Bel- 
gian Catholic tradition. In 1830 
Belgium, by means of a revolu- 
tion, broke away from Holland. 
It was primarily on that date 
that Belgium was born as an 
independent nation. 


A LOOK AT THE PRESENT 


Since the time of Charles V 
(1500), Catholic thinking has 
dominated the country. Since 
1830, a Catholic government has 
directed the country. Since 1954, 
for the first time, a non-Catholic 
government has been in control. 
Naturally its first gesture was to 
give back to the country a certain 
amount of freedom. 

So it may be easily understood 
why there is a struggle: on one 
side stands the Roman Catholic 
party, accustomed to command; 
on the other side is the Socialist 
party, tired of obeying, and de- 
manding that the government 
regain the foremost position. 

The following figures for the 
year 1953 indicate the extent to 
which the government had been 
working for Rome: 


1. Teacher training: 
900 Catholic schools 
450 state schools 

2. Technical training: 
830 Catholic schools 
528 state schools 
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3. High schools: 
501 Catholic schools 
268 state schools 


An even more serious aspect 
of the situation is revealed in the 
fact that 1200 communes have 
no state schools at all, and par- 
ents are obliged to send their 
children to Catholic schools. This 
is injustice and evidences Roman 
pressure. 


AIMS OF THE GOVERNMENT 


It is to the point to see whether 
the present government bases its 
educational policy on fair and 
acceptable principles. Here are 
the principles: 


1. Belgium must have enough 
schools so that no one is com- 
pelled to attend a Roman Catho- 
lic institution. 

2. The State must occupy the 
primary — not the secondary — 
place in the matter of education. 

Thus, wherever and whenever 
the necessity arises, the Socialist 
government will open schools in 
order that the religious belief of 
each individual may be respected. 

This plan was submitted to the 
Parlement early in June and was 
approved, a sensational victory 
for non-Catholics, a victory 
awaited for 125 years by the 
majority of Belgians. Finding 
themselves outnumbered in 
Parlement, the Catholics stirred 
up the crowds in the streets. 
Fortunately the manifestations 
had only slight results. 


FREEDOM'S HOLY LIGHT 


The school question became a 
school fight because Rome was 
losing its hold on youth and on 
its tremendous financial assets. 
From now on it will not be the 
Cardinal who gives instructions 
to the Minister of Education. 
Instead, the Minister will find his 
inspiration in the Belgian Con- 
stitution, which declares that 
every man is free to follow the 
religion of his choice. 

And so it is that 1955 marks 
the first great victory for liberty 
under Roman despotism in Bel- 
gium. May freedom prevail! - 


PERONISM 


vs. 


ROMANISM 


Peron the saint! 


Peron the devil! 


Peron the democrat! 


Peron the Fascist! 


Peron the people’s man! 


Peron the dictator! 


Who is this man who dares to 
jail priests and deport Roman 
Catholic dignitaries from a 

country where the Roman hier- 


archy has had dominion for so 


long? 


Has the Pope’s excommunication, 
the revolt of the Navy, and the 
attempt on his life made Peron 
capitulate to the forces of the 


Vatican? 


Is Peronism dead in Argentina — 


or has it gone underground? 


Read the who, what, why and 
when of Peron and the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in Argen- 
tina in the October issue of 


the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





CANDLE O 
THE MONT 


The Liturgical Feast 
of the Stigmata of St. 
Francis of Assisi, 
founder of the Fran- 
ciscan Order of Fri- 
ars, occurs on Satur- 
day, September 17. 








THE MYSTERY OF 
THE FIVE WOUNDS 


by Francis J. Kieda 


For many centuries the Roman Catholic Church has 
canonized and beatified individuals who have experienced 
in their own bodies the “stigma” of the wounds of Christ’s 
crucifixion. Is this myth or miracle? Or can modern 
science explain the phenomenon in terms of natural causes? 
The author throws a few interesting sidelights on this 


mysterious subject. 


SK ANY AMERICAN if he would 
like to bear a stigma, and he 
will reply that the word has a 
very unpleasant connotation. In 


the classical Greek, however, 
stigma meant the prick or mark 
of a pointed instrument, or a 
scar. The term was also used to 
denote a brand impressed upon 
a slave or a criminal, or any 
mark of infamy or disgrace, any 
blemish or taint. In medical sci- 
ence, the word is applied to a red 
speck appearing upon the skin, 
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in particular, one due to extrav- 
asation of blood produced by 
nervous influence or by capillary 
congestion. 

In Roman Catholic parlance, 
stigmata signify the miraculous 
wounds or the counterparts of 
the marks of the wounds of 
Christ’s body, supposed to be 
impressed on the bodies of cer- 
tain individuals, who thereafter 
are called stigmatists. 

In accordance with biographi- 
cal accounts “ecstatics bear on 
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hands, feet, side or brow ‘he 
mark of the Passion of Chris 
with corresponding and intenge 
suffering, without any outwarg 
mark, and these phenomena are 










called invisible stigmata.” A} Ss 
though there have been of 
canonized saints who suppo tee! 
bore the stigmata, a special feast § rin 
commemorating this phenomenon § An 
has been dedicated in honor of § Ma 
St. Francis alone. 184 
Prior to the thirteenth century, § 186 
no one experienced the stigmata, § 18: 





St. Francis of Assisi (1186-1226), 
as his biographers Thomas of 
Celano and St. Bonaventura 
relate, had a vision two years 
before his death in his cell op 
Mount Alverno in 1224. Accord. 
ing to this vision, Christ ap. 
peared to him, producing upon 
his body the five wounds, that is, 
marking his feet and hands with 
nailprints and his side with a 
bloody wound. Bonaventura says 
that the wound in the side wag 
really a scar and that the wounds 
in the feet had the appearance 
and color of nails thrust through 
(probably by St. Francis himself, 
we may add). Many friars wit- 
nessed these scars, though St. 
Francis attempted to keep them 
hidden. 

In subsequent years stigma- 
tists appeared on the scene in 
increasing numbers. It is note- 
worthy that women, being more 
emotional, experienced the stig- 
mata more than men. About 
ninety individuals became stig- 
matists in following years, 
seventy-two of whom _ were 
women. 
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NOTABLE STIGMATISTS 
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Some of the other so-called 
stigmatists from the twelfth to 
the eighteenth century, all of 
them saints and blessed in the 
Church of Rome, are the follow- 
ing: Saint Lutgarde (1182 
1246) ; St. Margaret of Cortona 
(1247-1297) ; St. Gertrude (1256- 
1302); St. Clare of Montefalco 
(1268-1308); St. Catherine of 
Siena (1347-1380); St. Frances 
of Rome (1384-1440); St. Rita 
of Cassia (1386-1456); Blessed 
Osanna of Mantua (1499-1505); 
St. Catherine of Genoa (1447: 
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1510); St. Catherine de’Ricci 
(1522-1589) ; Blessed Carlo of 
Sezze (died in 1670) ; St. Veron- 
jea Giuliani (1600-1727); St. 
Mary Frances of the Five 
Wounds (1715-1791), etc. 

Some of the famous examples 
of stigmatization in the nine- 
teenth century were: St. Cathe- 
rine Emmerich (1774-1824) ; St. 
Anna Maria Taigi (1769-1837) ; 
Maria Dominica Lazzari (1815- 
1848); Marie de Moerl (1812- 
1868) and Louise Lateau (1850- 
1883) . 


ITH REFERENCE TO St. Cathe- 

rine of Siena, although her 
stigmata had been seen by many 

ns and had been given 
credence quite universally, Pope 
Sixtus IV issued a bull in 1475 
commanding, under pain of in- 
curring excommunication, the 
deletion of the stigmata from 
representations, images and pic- 
tures of St. Catherine, and at the 
same time forbidding all external 
profession in the belief of the 
oecurrence. A similar law ema- 
nated from Pope Innocent VIII 
to the effect that St. Catherine 
should not be depicted with the 
stigmata, and that, in order to do 
away with all occasion of scan- 
dal, no discourse or sermon be 
preached about the stigmata.’ 

In the twentieth century we 
have such famous stigmatists as 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina (Italy), 
amember of the Order of Capu- 
chin Friars Minor (a branch of 
the great Franciscan Order) and 
Theresa Neumann of Konners- 
reuth, Bavaria. 

Theresa Neumann was born 
April 9, 1899. She experienced 
the stigmata for the first time on 
Friday, November 5, 1926.° 
Writing in the Ohio State Medi- 
tal Journal (March 1929, pp. 
205-208), Dr. Anzinger alleges 
various conclusions of medical 
authorities regarding the ecsta- 
sies of Theresa Neumann and the 
effects of autosuggestion. For 
example, to quote Marcuse: “We 
Must regard the stigmata as 
found in the Neumann case as 
genuine pathological entities. 
Medical authorities treat these 
fare phenomena as auto- 
suggestive, resulting in a changed 
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permeability of the blood capil- 
laries.’”* 


ANCIENT ORIGIN 
OF STIGMATA 


In ancient times tribal rela- 
tions to tribal deities were indi- 
cated by marks branded upon the 
person.’ In his epistle to the 
Galatians (6:17), Paul alludes to 
this practice of branding in these 
words: “From henceforth let no 
man trouble me, for I bear brand- 
ed on my body the stigmata of 
Jesus” (that is, the marks, for 
the beatings he received for 
Christ). Some Catholic writers 
try to apply these words to stig- 
matization in the modern sense.*® 

In the catacomb age Christian 
martyrs were sometimes marked 
with the name of Christ on their 
foreheads.’ In later years, nuns 
inflicted upon themselves wounds 
of this kind as a disfigurement 
for their protection. The story of 
St. Ebba, abbess of Coldingham, 
is a case in point.’ Some indi- 
viduals also inflicted wounds on 
their hands and arms in the form 
of a cross or marked their bodies 
with the name of Christ. Others 
mutilated themselves voluntarily 
for Christ’s sake.® All these are 
the forerunners of the later stig- 
matists, beginning with St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi. 


NATURAL EXPLANATIONS 


Stigmata and copious bleeding 
may be induced subconsciously. 
These phenomena are no longer 
regarded as proofs of the special 
intervention of God or other 
supernatural agents. Pope Bene- 
dict XIV (1675-1758) attributes 
to natural causes these various 
stigmatic phenomena. He writes 
that the faculty of imagination 
“may accelerate or retard the 
nerve currents.”*° Rev. Paul 
Siwek of the Society of Jesus, 
formerly professor of psychology 
at the Gregorian University in 
Rome, and at present connected 
with Fordham University in New 
York City, quotes Benedict XIV 
profusely in his work on Theresa 
Neumann, advancing the view 
that the stigmata of the latter 
are of natural provenance. , 

A noted psychologist in the 


Church of Rome, the Reverend 
Thomas Verner Moore, formerly 
a Benedictine monk and profes- 
sor of psychology and psychiatry 
at the Catholic University of 
America, Washington, D.C., but 
now a Carthusian monk in Ver- 
mont, shows that such aceelerat- 
ed or retarded nerve currents 
(that is, acute and persistent 
emotional strains) can create 
cutaneous lesions. He says that 
“there are on record many cases 
of cutaneous lesions of one kind 
or another resulting from acute 
or prolonged emotional strain.’”™ 
According to neuro-physiol- 
ogists, wounds may be formed in 
a purely natural way by the sole 
operation of the imagination 
joined with a deep emotional life. 
A person may be so deeply im- 
pressed with the sufferings of 
Christ that his or her nervous 
system may be so affected as to 
reproduce the wounds of Our 
Lord. This could not occur in 
normal individuals. Persons 
found in abnormal conditions, as 
in the grip of ecstasy, may have 
their nerve-currents agitated to 
such an extent that slightly 
visible wounds may appear in 
certain parts of the body. 


EVANGELICAL TEACHING 


Can God perform miracles of 
stigmatization? He is omnipotent 
and, without any doubt, is able to 
perform any miracle. Facts have 
been established; phenomena of 
supernatural origin are said to 
have occurred, and stigmata, or 
the wounds of Christ’s passion, 
have purportedly appeared on 
the bodies of various individuals 
at different times. But can we 
advance an irrefutable argument 
that God has operated in every 
case? Under the present dispen- 
sation are stigmata necessary to 


‘salvation or to the advancement 


of the cause of Christ? The Bible 
has the answer. 

Christ died for our sins once 
and for all. We do not have to 
suffer and gain merit for salva- 
tion. It is a free gift. The fruits 
of His passion need not be ap- 
plied in the form of stigmata or 
in any other manner. Why should 


(Continued on page 27) 





Nuns Ousted from Public School 


Five nuns have been dismissed 
from the Cosgrove Elementary 
School, near lowa City, by a rul- 
ing of the Iowa State authorities. 
Since its opening fifty years ago 
as a parochial school and its sub- 
sequent incorporation into the 
public school system, the elemen- 
tary school has had nuns as teach- 
ers. The State of Iowa gave the 
Cosgrove district $6000 in school 
aid last year. The nuns have been 
handing over their (tax exempt) 
salaries to the (tax exempt) Or- 
der of Sisters of the Holy Humil- 
ity of Mary. 

In 1937, the right of the nuns 
to teach in the public school was 
challenged in the district court in 
Iowa City, but the case was 
dropped in 1939. The school 
board, headed by James J. Meade, 
recently threatened to discontinue 
state aid disbursements if the 
school continued to operate “ille- 
gally by employing nuns in a pub- 
lic school.” 


Book Stores Raided in Rome 


Police all over Italy raided 
bookstores because the truth 
about clerical corruption and per- 
version have been exposed in a 
new French book entitled Les Cles 
de Saint Pierre (The Keys of St. 
Peter), which the Vatican on 
June 6 stigmatized as “lewdly 
libelous.” 


16 















EYES OF THE WORLD 


The book portrays the story of 
a young French student for the 
priesthocd who is sent to Rome 
where he is shocked by the cor- 
ruption in high circles of the 
Church. 

The State Prosecutor of Italy 
instituted criminal proceedings 
against Roger Peyrefitte, author 
of the book, its French publishers, 
and their agents in Italy, on 
charges of “vilification of the per- 
son of the sovereign Pontiff, the 
church and religion” and of “ob- 
scenity.” 


Italy's Phantom Constitution 


The Federal Council of Italian 
Evangelical Churches recently 
sent a memorandum to the gov- 
ernment requesting that the guar- 
antee of religious equality as pro- 
vided in Italy’s Constitution of 
1948 be applied at the present 
time. The Council declared that 
“respect of minorities is the acid 
test of a democracy.” 

As Liberty magazine reports: 
“The disagreement between the 
Church of Christ and the police 
force in Rome has flared again. 
The claim is that the operation of 
the church under the pastoral 
work of Cline R. Paden is un- 
licensed. The police therefore are 
opposed to the display of a sign 
giving the name of the church. 
It appears that although the case 
has been before the court, the 
basic issue has not been decided.” 
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published June 27 by the Amex.® me 
can Bible Society. § mo 

Produced by rotogravure fe of 
modern “picture book” style am eit 
titled The Good News, it contain® rel 


hundreds of photographs, nite 
maps, and six diagrams to ill 
trate and clarify various portion 
of the New Testament text in th 
light of recent archaeological an 
historical studies. 

The project, described by th 
Society as “a milestone in th 
printing and distribution of the 
New Testament,” involved ove 
five years of planning and re 
search. According to Dr. Gilbert 
Darlington, Society treasurer, un. 
rest in Bible lands gave urgency 
to the preparation of the volume 
It is being sold for two dollars, 















Discrimination in Spain 

Juan Louis Rodrigo and Jose 
Beltran, two leading Protestant 
ministers in Spain, made applica. 
tion for visas to attend the Bap 
tist World Alliance meeting in 
London on July 16. The Spanish 
police refused them visas without 
explanation although thousands 
of Spaniards constantly receive 
permission to leave Spain. It was 
obvious among Protestants that 
the police were deliberately dis- 
criminating against the Baptist 
pastors because they “are mem- 
bers of a non-Roman Catholic 
faith.” 

















Canadian Eskimo Film 
Protested by Anglicans 

A documentary film portraying 
missionary work among the Es- 
kimos in the Arctic has been criti- 
cized as containing “pro-Roman 
bias” by the Rev. Dr. W. F. Bar- 
foot, Primate of the Church of 
England in Canada. 

The Sentinel, Protestant Cana- 
dian weekly, said that “The con- 
tention of the Church of England 
was that a whole series of films, 
produced by the Nationa] Film 
Board, had suggested by the in- 
troduction of exclusively Roman 





















ocaeet tt wt SAS 


ai i. le lala Mele 





Catholic elements that the Roman 
Catholic Church was the only 
communion at work among the 
Eskimos, whereas the Anglican 
Church had worked among the 
Bskimcs much longer, and that, 
at this date, by actual govern- 
ment census, 8214% of the Eski- 
mos are members of the Church 



































hi of England. The films, therefore, 
ani™ either by accident or design, mis- 
ain represented and distorted the pic- 
nin ture of Eskimo life.” 
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The Roman Catholic Church 
has complete religious freedom in 
the United States under our Con- 
stitution, in spite of its record of 
intolerance in other countries. 
Yet members of the Catholic hier- 
archy will not fail to meddle in 
the religious freedom of Protes- 
tants, if such interference suits 
their ends. 
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a At Beardsley, Minnesota, the 
rs. § School Board planned to have an 
invocation and a benediction at 
their high school commencement 
jose § exercises. The Roman Catholic 
ant | pastor of the local church reared 
ica | his head and threatened to forbid 
ap. all Catholics to attend such exer- 
in | (Cises, unless the board reversed its 
ish | decision. The priest further de- 
out | cared: “We pray that no narrow 
nds | bigotry may disturb the religious 
sive § harmony that has prevailed here.” 
was | The question is, who is bigoted? 
hat 
lis- | Sojourn Extended to Ex-Priest 
v4 A bill enacted by Congress and 
lic | becoming law without the Presi- 
dent’s signature, extended per- 
manent residence to the Rev. Ani- 
ceto M. Sparagna, former priest 
of the Church of Rome, who is at 
ing | Present a preacher in the Church 
Rs- § of Christ, Collingswood, N. J. 
iti- Senator H. Alexander Smith, 
ian | Republican of New Jersey, spon- 
ar- sored the bill which supported 
of Sparagna’s plea to remain in the 
United States. 
1a- It is interesting that this is the 
mn- first bill enacted by Congress that 
nd the President has allowed to be- 
ns, come law without his signature. 
Im Would this have been the case if 
in- the Rev. Sparagna were still a 





priest? It is questionable. 
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They Never Give Up 


Robert S. Allen, writing in the 
Arkansas Gazette, informs us 
that efforts are being exerted to 
have Pres. Eisenhower appoint an 
ambassador to the Vatican. Allen 
says that Representative John 
Rooney (D-N.Y.) will present the 
request to the President. General 
Walter Bedell Smith, former un- 
dersecretary of state, and others 
are frequently conferring with 
our Head of State concerning the 
Vatican envoy. 

Recently, Rep. Victor L. An- 
fuso (D-N.Y.), an ardent Roman 
Catholic from Brooklyn, addressed 
a letter to the President asking 
him to establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Vatican and thus 
be in contact with “a vast center 
of information on developments 
in all parts of the globe, including 
information on what is going on 
behind the Iron Curtain.” It is 
noteworthy that the United States 
has its own intelligence service 
and does not need to court the 
Vatican for slanted news. 


Mexican Educator Upholds 
“Separation” Principle 


In a statement to the National 
Conference of Normal Education, 
which met in Mexico City, José 
Angel Ceniceros, Minister of 
Public Education in Mexico, said 
that the teaching of religion is 
the duty of the home and the 
church, and not of the public 
school. The educational policy of 
the present government adheres 
strictly to the constitution, which 
upholds the principles of se>ara- 
tion of church and state. 

Roman Catholics have made 
efforts recently to have classes in 
the Catholic faith reinstated in 
the public schools. Ceniceros put 
his thumb down on these at- 
tempts, saying: “The gauge of 
the respect one pays to his own 
religious convictions is the equal- 
ity of treatment he grants those 
who dissent from his beliefs.” He 
added that centuries of intoler- 
ance and proselytism have left in 
Mexico a sediment of prejudice 
which shows itself in a hatred 
that is incompatible with demo- 
cratic equality and human broth- 
erhood. 





Vatican Observer at UNESCO 


Pope Pius XII has recently ap- 
pointed Msgr. Felice Pirozzi as 
the Vatican’s permanent observer. 
at the United Nations Educaiion- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organ- 
ization. Msgr. Pirozzi is a mem- 
ber of the Vatican Secretariat of 
State as a counsellor. 


Catholicism “Down Under" 


Former Prime Minister Her- 
bert Evatt, head of Australia’s 
Labor Party, has weathered a 
challenge to his leadership by ap- 
proximately a two-to-one vote. He 
had charged that a Roman Catho- 
lic group within the party was 
seeking unnecessarily severe mea- 
sures against communism in the 
trade unions. In the crisis many 
of the Roman Catholics in his 
party supported Evatt. 

A less happy note for demo- 
cratic government was sounded 
from New Zealand several months 
ago when a Catholic archbishop 
flatly announced that unless the 
desired public support of paro- 
chial schools was forthcoming, 
New Zealand’s Roman Catholic 
men would not serve their coun- 
try in the event of another war. 


The Battle of the Bus (Cont'd) 


In several states bills have been 
introduced in recent months de- 
manding bus transportation for 
parochial school children. 

Following the usual pattern, a 
bill was introduced in the State 
legislature of New Mexico making 
it mandatory’ that parochial 
school children be transported in 
public school buses. At present 
there is a local option allowed, 
whereby each county is permitted 
to form its own decision. A defi- 
nite change would result from the 
new bill. 

A bill approved by the Senate 
Education Committee in Vermont 
and sponsored by E. Frank Bran- 
on would extend bus transporta- 
tion at public expense to pupils 
attending parochial schools. Cur- 
rently, a controversy is raging in 
the legislature; senators are being 
flooded with mail pro and con. 

In Indiana two bills have been 
introduced to the same effect. 






THE LOST ILLUSION 


By Christian P. Richard, Ph. D. 


As a professor occupying the Roman Catholic Chair 
in the State University of Iowa, the author held a post 
unique among tax-supported institutions of higher learning. 
But the position, doubtless intended as an instrument of 
propaganda, carried with it liabilities as well as prestige, 
and he soon found himself caught between Scylla and 
Charybdis — the rigidity of Roman Catholic dogma and 
the “dangerous” currents of liberal, democratic thought. 
What happened to the illusion that Roman Catholicism 
was “the way, the truth, and the life” is described in this, 


the second of two installments. 


KNEW I WAS COMING TO GRIEF: 

things were culminating to a 
climax as if an invisible hand 
had been arranging ideas and 
events in such a way that each 
would rise above its predecessor 
in force and concentrated final- 
ity, up to the ultimate event in 
the drama of my career as the 
Roman Catholic professor on the 
Iowa Campus. 


An unexpected event was to 
precipitate the issue when young 
Y., a graduate from the Catholic 
parochial school, registered at 
the university. He thought, as all 
faithful Roman Catholics do, 
that the world of human affairs 
had been entirely codified once 
and for all time by his Church. 
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But everything in his new envi- 


ronment told him that his former 


teachers had caught only a mi- 


nute part of this complex and 
wonderful world in a coarse net- 
work of dogmas. He sensed that 
some of the things he had taken 
as final truths were only precon- 
ceptions accepted on authority 
without proof. He began to in- 
quire about the origin and devel- 
opment of dogmas. 


OMAN CATHOLICISM was dis- 

cussed on the Iowa Campus 
in the same way and with the 
same freedom as Communism 
and Fascism, that is, on the basis 
of its merits from the rational 
viewpoint of democratic prin- 


ciples. Whether or not student Y, 
was influenced by these discus. 
sions never came to my knowl. 
edge. But I know from his Con. 
fession published in The Catholic 
Messenger (Davenport, Io 
September 29, 1938) that he 
ascribed the loss of his religion 
to classroom influence, and par. 
ticularly to Aldous Huxley, whoge 
books were assigned for essential 
reading, mostly for his superb 
artistry in words, which, of 
course, did not prevent the young 
parochial school graduate from 
discovering a whole new scale of 
intellectual and esthetic emotions, 

Of a sudden and for the first 
time in his life, the new student 
was plunged into an environment 
that challenged his God-given 
faculty of critical thinking. Fora 
time, Y. clung desperately to his 
faith — to as much of it as he 
thought he could retain. To think 
was painful. He was on the verge 
of leaving the university to pro- 
tect his faith when it occurred to 
him that he could not live in 
peace with himself without fae- 
ing this inner conflict between 
reason and implanted ideas. How 
could he live henceforth without 
thinking for himself? 

HIS STARTED HIM on the most 

un-Catholic thing in the 
world: ignoring the crystallized 
mind of the clergy. This differ- 
ence grew into a feeling that his 
mind had been imposed upon. He 
had been warned against the free 
play of mind, against thinking, 
as a snare of the devil. But the 
university challenged the infall- 
ible truths that had spiked him 
to arbitrary authority. Yet his 
parochial school education had 
left him unarmed. His Confession 
makes Y. a typical case history: 






“Dear Father: I do not know 
how to start this letter and d 
not know how to say what I have 
to say. I have had intentions of 
writing before, but I have always 
balked. When I was home ovet 
Christmas, I wanted to come up 
and see you, but something held 
me back. No doubt you have a 
ready concluded that I have lost 
my religion. And that I have 
The first year I went to college 
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the seeds were sown in my mind 
which finally cropped out and 
qerthrew my religion. 

“These seeds came in the form 
of essays which we had to read 
for English; if I remember right- 
yy the authors of these essays 
were Julian or Aldous Huzley. As 
time went on, I began to think of 
the problems proposed by them 
and to think of the seriousness of 
life. Last year I began to waver 
in regard to religion and finally 
toppled. 

“Now I am left without reli- 
gion and without a definite phil- 
wophy of life. I started into a 
course in philosophy this semes- 
ter; but now I regret it, for it 
has me all tangled up. 1 HAVE FI- 
NALLY CONCLUDED THAT IT DOES 
NOT PAY TO THINK TOO SERIOUSLY 
OF LIFE, but I cannot help it. I am 
what my mind is. If I were to act 
gtherwise than according to the 
dictates of my mind, I would be 
deceiving others and trying to 
deceive myself. 

“You would not understand my 
position unless you were in my 
place. This is the critical stage 
in my life, and it has me a bit 
bewildered. There has been such 
agreat change come over me that 
lcannot understand myself, so 
forgive me if you have been un- 
able to understand too. 

“I think that I HAVE FINALLY 
RELIEVED MY MIND OF A GREAT 
BURDEN through this letter. It 
has taken me about five months 
to make up my mind to write it. 

“Hoping that you understand, 
Iremain .. .’’* 
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TH CONFESSION that thinking 

was fatal to the religion of a 
parochial school student made an 
teasy impression on the cam- 
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pw § pus. Here was a young American 
do § Whose mind had been so condi- 
we § tioned that he could not take a 





course in literature or philosophy 
without endangering his religion. 
What kind of religion was that? 







up | Aplacard was found one morning 
eld | posted conspicuously down at the 
al § Union. I did not see it there, but 
ost § copy was sent to my office to test 





hy willingness to disclaim what 
Was stigmatized by the student 
body in general as “something un- 
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American and contrary to the 
spirit of the University.” Here is 
the text of the placard: 


“CONFESSION OF 
A CATHOLIC STUDENT” 


“I started into a course in phil- 
osophy this semester; but now I 
regret it, for it has me all tangled 
up. I have finally concluded that 
it does not pay to think too seri- 
ously of life, but it is too late... I 
have lost my religion .. . sic. 

“The Catholic Messenger, Dav- 
enport, Ill., Sept. 29, 1938.” 


Under the pressure of my col- 
leagues and some of the more 
liberal-minded Catholic students, 
I yielded to the request that I 
should address a formal protest 
to the editor of The Catholic 
Messenger for publishing this 
piece. Instead of publishing my 
protest, the editor, Father B., 
simply informed me that Bishop 
R. had given him the letter for 
publication . . . Shortly thereafter 
I was fired as a heretic. 


“THE POINT 
WHERE ALL RAYS MEET” 


I did not blame Bishop R. for 
firing me; there was nothing else 
he could do to protect his dicta- 
torial authority and prevent the 
Roman Catholic Chair from be- 
coming an integral part of a 
progressive secular institution. 
Was not my course on Compara- 
tive Religion based on the prin- 
ciple that it is better to believe 
something in common with all 


churches than to believe every-: 


thing in the teaching of one 
church? And had I not committed 
the unpardonable sin of giving 
written form to this principle in 
a Protestant magazine, from 
which the following was now 
quoted against me? 

“T have learned that the teach- 
er of God is guided by God in 
such a fashion that in social, re- 
ligious, intellectual matters he 
can appreciate the good that lies 
on both sides of our ecclesiastical 
and academic frontiers . . . He is 
with all as God Himself is with 
all. Iam a Catholic with thorough 
conviction, but as a member of the 
School of Religion, I could apply 





to myself the words by which 
(Pastor) Charles Wagner char- 
acterized his position when he 
founded the ‘Foyer de l’déme’ in 
Paris, thirty years ago: ‘I am 
neither Protestant, Catholic or 
Jew, but something of them all 
and with complete sincerity — as 
a believer, as one who believes 
more than dogmas express, who 
tries to seize the truth at the 
point where all rays meet.’ 

“This point where all rays 
meet is anterior, exterior and 
superior to all possible verbal or 
institutional expression of relig- 
ion, for as Cardinal Cusa stated 
so courageously centuries ago 
when he was fighting the very 
same battle: ‘No man can ever 
reach the maximum of clarity in 
the expression of divine truth.’ ”* 

I had been a minute cog in the 
vast machinery of the Pope’s 
business. Now I was nothing. 


THE ILLUSION FADES 


In the eyes of the academic 
world I had lost my character by 
becoming an agent of the Sacred 
Congregation of Propaganda, 
though I did not know it when I 
accepted the appointment in the 
Iowa Roman Catholic Chair. I 
had the Catholic tag on me, and 
this placed me under suspicion 
as to my true character and be- 
liefs, in spite of all I could say 
for myself. I had to live down 
the Catholic build-up. 

How long that would take no 
one could tell. What had been a 
recommendation in the eyes of 
the Roman Church was now a 
brand before the academic world. 
My story as printed in the Amer- 
ican Catholic Who’s Who (my 
name was dropped at my request 
in 1940) was to me what an out- 
of-date Communist membership 
card is to a former American 
Communist, when called to tes- 
tify before the Committee on Un- 
American Activities. His only 
defense or vindication is in the 
fact that he had then an incom- 
plete and misleading knowledge 
of Communism. 

I had felt, at a certain period 
of my life, under the influence of 
Jacques Maritain, that to be a 
Roman Catholic was to be part 
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of something very great and very 
beautiful. I was then swept away 
by an illusion, like André Gide, 
Anatole France, Arthur Koestler, 
Richard Wright, Louis Fisher, 
Stephen Spencer, and many 
others when they identified them- 
selves with Russian Communism, 
only to write in their disillusion- 
ment that sensational book, The 
God That Failed. 

The God of Roman Catholi- 
cism too had failed me. 


RIFTS IN THE CLOUDS 


I was like a piece of wreckage 
swept to an unknown destiny 
when circumstances brought me 
back to Europe. This was in 1949. 
For ten years, after the Iowa 
catastrophe, I had tried to dis- 
cover a common ground between 
the two branches of Christen- 
dom — Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism. I had tried to practice 
fellowship above the ecclesiasti- 
cal split. I wrote urgently to 
foster this ideal — not less than 
thirty weekly contributions to 
the Catholic Register of Denver 
(Intermountain Edition, May 1, 
1949), and some _ pamphlets. 
Parts of my last article in The 
Register are quoted here only to 
show how near I was then to a 
denouement : 


“The teaching of religion in 
American schools is an unsolved 
national problem . . . The im- 
mediate necessity of religion to 
support the principles of democ- 
racy in a world threatened by 
dictatorship is made of sterner 
stuff than all our minor differ- 
ences of ecclesiastical interpreta- 
tion. Doomed to be in company 
with dictators, fear and blood- 
shed for a whole generation, the 
West has become conscious of its 
lack of religion as a prime factor 
in the struggle for survival. This 
reaches far beyond the frontiers 
of our controversies ... 


“But the way from the theo- 
retic adhesion to practical reali- 
zation is strewn with such over- 
whelming difficulties that our 
best leaders do not know where 
to start ... When a man makes 
his Church his religion he is in 
great danger to give himself up 
to an arbitrary veneration of 
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form above principle . . . Church 
exclusivism as a feeling is a bad 
and harmful feeling, and as a 
doctrine is a conflicting and in- 
tolerant doctrine. And, from the 
viewpoint of simple logic, it is 
undefendable. For it is clear that 
if each Church considers itself 
the only true Church they all 
dwell in gross and harmful 
delusion.” 


Y LAST HOPEFUL ARTICLE as a 
Roman Catholic trying to 
find a common ground with non- 
Catholic believers appeared in a 
Protestant magazine (I no longer 
had access to Catholic periodi- 
cals), The Christian Century 
(July 13, 1949). It concludes: 


“IT am a Roman Catholic. Some 
people don’t like Catholics. Ca- 
tholicism is building a house in 
the United States of America. It 
is creedal house for 27,000,000 
people. There are things in the 
Catholic creed that seem to clash 
with the spirit and principles of 
democracy. Father John Ryan’s 
book The Church and the State, 
provided with the imprimatur, 
has aroused wide and deep pro- 
test . . . There is only one step 
from intellectual censorship to 
political totalitarianism! 

“I feel confident [however] 
that the time is not far off when 
the best Catholic leaders in 
America will . . . find an intel- 
lectual and_ spiritual modus 
vivendi, a compromise on the 
eternal basis of Christianity and 
democracy. For Christianity is 
more than theology, more than 


.church...” 


THE ILLUSION DIES 


Now the collective power of 
Roman Catholicism appeared to 
me like a_ political hurricane 
sweeping over the United States. 
Protestantism and Catholicism 
looked each other in the face like 
two augurs trying to foretell an 
issue — the issue of national and 
international leadership. It was 
the eve of the Holy Year. There 
was a general mobilization of 
Catholic forces. The question of 
whether Protestants should be 
tolerated in Roman Catholic 
countries was agitated in the 


higher spheres of the 

Curia. The High Clergy in Spaj 
and South America stood out f 
the negative. I was lost in th 
cunningly clever zigzags of Cath 
olic strategy. 

But the story of Roman ( 
tholicism in my life was neariy 
a climax. It had its beginning jj 
the Swiss grammar school wher 
the parish priest taught cate 
chism, and it ended in Paris 
1950. 

I was sitting on the bank of 
the Seine one April morning, ip 
full view of the Cathedral gf 
Notre Dame, which fascinate 
me singularly. As I looked bag 
on the flowing water, dreaming 
of the Cathedral where I used 
attend Mass, I fell to thinking of 
Victor Hugo’s famous novel, 
Notre Dame de Paris, and hoy 
he took inspiration from a wor 
that he found written in cryptic 
characters in one of the tower, 
The word was made out to meap 
“destiny.” The power of that 
word held me for a moment like 
a spell — the magic of its impl- 
cation, right here and now, in 
my own life! It was indeed m 
destiny, I thought, to go through 
Roman Catholicism. 


WIFT AS LIGHTNING the perep 

nial paradox of Roman (a 
tholicism skirted my mind. Had 
not most of the great ideas that 
moulded the destiny of the West 
ern World taken their flight 
from within the Roman Chureh, 
as accusing lights hastening ot 
of darkness — the Renaissance, 
the Protestant Reformation, the 
whole pattern of the scientific 
mind since Galileo ... ? And had 
not the Roman Church itself 
remained forever arrested in th 
immobility of ecclesiastical dog- 
mas? 

While I was thus occupied i 
my mind I got up and returned 
to the Cathedral. I looked for th 
place where I once knelt to thank 
God, after graduating from th 
Sorbonne. I did not now stand it 
any awe of the pious symbob 
around me in the famed Cathe 
dral. I had become utterly indif 
ferent about images and statue 
and the altar itself had lost it 
meaning. 
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A priest was officiating; his 
gestures seemed vain and hollow. 
That is when I knew that a 
whole world of spirits, forms, 
figures, Shadows, objects of de- 
yotion, and other worldly ideas 
had faded away from me. This 
feeling was deep and still. I had 
sunk into cynicism. I walked out 
of the Cathedral with a sense of 
ynshakable finality. 
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RENASCENT FAITH 





There is a corner in the Jardin 
des Tuileries known as La Petite 
Provence for its sunny exposi- 
tion. I don’t know how many 
hours I spent there seated on the 
stone bench, looking back on the 
days and years of my life. Some- 
thing was going on in the re- 
moter outskirts of my mind, a 
new system of ideas was tending 
toward a center — a new center 
of energy established on the un- 
marked grave of my Catholic 
illusions and feelings. 

I had ceased to think of myself 
asa Christian, and I was aston- 
ished at the suddenness of my 
gunter-conversion. My religion 
had been snuffed out like a 
candle in a storm. My disbelief 
had become fixed and stable; it 
was a steady feeling of un- 
pleasantness at the thought of 
anything Catholic. There was in 
the idea of papal infallibility 
something amazingly offensive: 
how could any man believe in the 
infallibility of another mortal 
like himself? 


This state of mind lasted three 
years and a half, from April 
19%0 to September 1954, when 
wexpected family circumstances 
brought me to San Francisco. 
My daughter Odette, who had 
just graduated from college, wel- 
tomed the opportunity to make 
the journey with me. Soon after 
wr arrival she made a remark 
that, strange as it may seem, 
made me feel responsible in spite 
of the uneasiness it caused me. 
[had not attended any religious 
service since I stepped out of 
Notre Dame de Paris on that de- 
tisive April day in 1950. Now my 
own daughter was saying to me: 
“‘Lknow college life, but I know 
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nothing of church life. I wish 
you would take me to church...” 


E were a few minutes late. 

The preacher was reading 
his text from the Epistle of Paul 
to the Romans: “Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.” 
Holding out the Bible, he said 
something that I don’t quite re- 
member, but I saw behind this 
gesture the devotion and implicit 
Protestant faith of thirteen 
generations. There was a mo- 
ment of silence in my mind, a 
moment of intense concentration 
as if I had suddenly discovered 
the ultimate solution of all my 
problems. 

And yet, it was all so far away 
from me. Tragedy lay in my 
heart, the tragedy of faith in the 
making — the twilight of faith. 
All religious beliefs that had 
occupied my mind through the 
years, and all cynical and para- 
lyzing doubts were now tied 
together in rigid and mutually 
neutralizing immobility. I can- 
not think of a better illustration 
to describe this state of mind 
than that of a log jam on an 
American river — only an explo- 
sion can sct the logs in motion 
again. Only an “explosion” could 
have started me again on the 
Godward way. 


White-haired Dr. Ward Willis 
Long possessed the tranquil, con- 
tained beauty of a Biblical 
prophet. I don’t believe I had 
ever before met with an occasion 
for such free, open-hearted ex- 
changes of innermost sentiments, 
in an atmosphere so predomi- 
nantly spiritual. To him nothing 
was foreign, though he viewed 
everything from a single view- 
point — that of Christ, — and 
brought down the solution of all 
problems to a single act of faith, 
which he expressed in these 
striking words: “Let go, and let 
Christ take over.” 


REALITY OF SALVATION 


As not unfrequently happens 
with people whose religion is 
only church and dogma, suddenly 
the obvious blazed forth — I had 


never been a Christian, and now 
I was facing the living Christ. 
That is when the “explosion” 
took place, when the Christ of 
history became the Christ of 
experience. 

This new perception of Christ 
was so revolutionary that I could 
never give a full account of what 
happened. I can think of it only 
in terms of a metaphor: There is 
a moment at midnight when the 
two hands on the clock meet; 
that is the zero hour, the begin- 
ning of a new day. Similarly, 
there is an “Hour of Decision,” 
when Christ takes over, an im- 
mortal moment when the Hand 
of God meets the hand of man 
on the dial of eternity. I had the 
feeling of being a moment of 
God’s history on earth mysteri- 
ously thrust into the process of 
time. And I realized something I 
had never known before — the 
existence of a quality of human 
relation and spiritual kinship, an 
affinity of mind that is in itself 
of divine origin. 

This was the experience of sal- 
vation through faith in Christ 
— the humanly impossible and 
divinely certain. 


HAVE NOW MADE my confes- 

sion. In doing so, I had avow- 
edly a double purpose. As an 
educator and an American citi- 
zen, my special purpose was to 
offer my contribution to those 
who are laboring to keep the 
hand of Roman Catholicism out 
of the Nation’s state institutions 
of secondary and higher educa- 
tion; as a man known in this 
country and abroad as an advo- 
cate of Roman Catholicism, I felt 
under moral obligation to render 
witness to the fact that I found 
in Christ, not in Roman Catholi- 
cism, the way to salvation. 


“A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND" 
Rev. W. E. R. O'Gorman 


Why he returned to Protestantism after 
30 years. Available from Bookstores or: 
author, $2.25 postpaid. Also, pamphlet: : 
Church & State, 55¢ postpaid. The most: 
iscussed writing in their field. Widely 
reviewed. 
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MIRAGE 
IN THE 
CATHEDRAL 


Mixed Marriage 


ROAD TO UNHAPPINESS 


N° ONE WILL QUARREL with the 

assertion that marriage is 
serious business and that a mar- 
riage between parties of differing 
religious faiths carries with it 
certain inherent liabilities. But 
such marriages do exist and can 
be relatively successful if both 
parties cooperate toward that 
end. 

However, the Roman Catholic 
Church, with its claim of divine 
unction and infallibility, arro- 
gates to itself sole authority to 
regulate marriage and legislate 
its terms. In the Roman Church, 
marriage is given a place of pre- 
eminence by its inclusion among 
the seven sacraments, which are 
considered channels of sanctify- 
ing grace. Because of its impor- 
tance, “certain prohibitions are 
laid down by the natural and the 
divine positive. law. These are 
binding upon all men no matter 
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by W. M. Montano, Ph. D. 


Part II 


what their religious beliefs may 


“But, since Christ left to His 
Church complete jurisdiction 
over all baptized Christians, she 
has the supreme power to regu- 
late concerning their marriage. 
Her laws are binding upon all 
who are validly baptized, hence 
they oblige heretics, schismatics 
and apostates unless these classes 
are positively exempted by the 
Church. In two cases this exemp- 
tion is stated: heretics and schis- 
matics are not bound by the im- 
pediment of disparity of worship 
nor are they held to the canonical 
form of celebration before a 
priest. But, when these laws 
authentically explain the pro- 
visions of the divine law itself, 
even unbaptized persons must 
observe them.”? 
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In exceptional circums 
the Roman Church makes allo 
ance for mixed marriages, 
the stipulation that certain condh 
tions are to be strictly observed 
To understand the reason fg 
these stringent rules, one mug 
first of all realize that “the pm 
mary purpose of marriage is th 
generation and the education @ 
children; the secondary purpose 
are the cultivating of mutual loy 
and the quieting of concupis. 
cence.””” 










Wi THIS CLEARLY IN MIND, 

it is easy to see where the 
emphasis falls and to realize why 
the Catholic population as a whole 
is always on the increase. The 
Roman Church’s frank admission 
of this attitude has distinct ad 
vantages, statistically and other. 
wise. 

In the case of mixed marriages, 
the Roman Catholic Church’s in- 
sistence on procreation poses a 
real problem, which, however, she 
has quite effectively solved by en- 
forcing a number of regulations. 
The “Impediment of Different Re. 
ligions,” which applies in this 
case, contains the following stipu- 
lations: 


“The Church strongly forbids 
the marriage of a Catholic to any 
baptized member of a heretical or 
schismatical sect. Moreover if 
there is grave reason to believe 
that such a marriage would result 
in the loss of the Faith of the 
Catholic party, the marriage is 
forbidden by the Divine Law it 
self. Mixed marriages, although 
they are valid, are nevertheless 
gravely sinful if contracted with- 
out the proper dispensation. To 
obtain such a dispensation it is 
necessary that there be just and 
grave reasons for the marriage; 
that the non-Catholic party prom- 
ise to allow the Catholic party 
complete freedom in the practice 
of religion; that both partie 
promise that all their children 
will be baptized and brought up 
as Catholics; and that there be 
strong grounds for believing that 
these promises will be observed 
sincerely.””* 

In addition to the foregoing, 
the Roman Church prescribes 
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that parties to a marriage must 
“sbserve the form of marriage 
which is demanded by the law of 
the Church.” This might be un- 
gjectionable if it were not for 
the fact that the Catholic Church 
refuses to recognize the validity 
of a civil marriage performed by 
aduly authorized representative 
of the law of the land. Consider 
the following: 

“In view of this law it is evi- 
dent that a Catholic who goes 
through a marriage ceremony be- 
fore a minister or a Justice of the 
Peace contracts no marriage. 
Moreover, a Catholic who goes 
through this ceremony before a 
Protestant minister incurs ex- 
gmmunication reserved to the 
Bishop (Canon 1063). However, 
peeause the Code of Canon Law 
apressly exempts non-Catholics 
fom this law, the marriages of 
non-Catholics before ministers 
ad Justices are valid, if not ren- 
dered null by the presence of oth- 
a nullifying impediments.’* 


“IT IS FORBIDDEN” 


The impact of this seemingly 
imple declaration can be felt in 
the rigid interpretation upheld by 
Roman Catholic Bishop Russell J. 
McVinney, of Providence, Rhode 
land. According to Time mag- 
wine of November 3, 1952, the 
Bishop “gave the people of his 
ticcese one of the most severe in- 
terpretations of divorce laws yet 
laid down.”’ His Pastoral Letter, 
which was read at all Masses in 
al churches throughout the state 
of Rhode Island, in these United 
States, in this twentieth century, 
contained the following regula- 
tions, which every American and 
wery Protestant worthy of the 
tame should consider carefully: 

“Catholics who attempt mar- 
tiage before a non-Catholic min- 
ister of any sect whatsoever incur 
by that very fact an excommuni- 
tation reserved to the Bishop. An 
aceommunication is a serious pen- 
ilty by which a person is excluded 
from the communion of the faith- 
ful. It entails the loss of all rights 
ad privileges which a person 
possesses as a member cf the true 
Church of Christ; for example, 
the right to Christian burial, the 
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right to act as a sponsor at a bap- 
tism or confirmation. Catholics 
who attempt marriage before a 
civil official, for example, a judge 
or justice of the peace, incur by 
that very fact an excommunica- 
tion reserved to the Bishop. It is 
strictly forbidden for the faithful 
to be present at marriages which 
are attempted by a Catholic or a 
fallen away Catholic before a civil 
official or a non-Catholic minis- 
ter.” 

Roman Catholics are also for- 
bidden by the Bishop to acknowl- 
edge by any token of friendship 
or esteem a marriage outside their 
own church: 


“Moreover, it is forbidden for 
the faithful to show approval in 
any outward form whatsoever to 
a contemplated marriage by a 
Catholic which is to take place 
outside the Catholic Church. This 
includes sponsoring or attending 
a party in honor of that person, 
giving a bridal gift, sending a 
card of congratulations, and so 
forth.” 

Roman Catholic lawyers are 
forbidden “under pain of mortal 
sin” to represent plaintiffs who 
seek dissolution of their marital 
bonds: 


“Furthermore, a Catholic law- 
yer may not, under pain of mortal 
sin, approach the civil courts as 
attorney for a plaintiff seeking 
either a separation, divorce, or 
annulment of a marriage which 
had been contracted before a 
Catholic priest unless the plaintiff 
or the lawyer has first obtained 
the permission of the Most Rever- 
end Bishop -to institute proceed- 
ings.” 


CHURCH VS. STATE 


The original rule prohibiting 
church marriages between Cath- 
olics and non-Catholics was pro- 
mulgated by the Third Plenary 
Council of Baltimore in 1884, but 
its enforcement was left to the 
individual bishops. Although the 
rule has been relaxed from time 
to time in some dioceses, never- 
theless the Acts and Decrees of 
the Third Plenary Council are in 


full effect, and they have by no 


means lost their validity. 
Bishop McVinney acted in full 


accordance with the doctrine and 
policy of his church. His Pastoral 
Letter was simply another case of 
flagrant conflict between Roman 
Catholic law and American legis- 
lation. The State may assist the 
hierarchy in training its children, 
managing its people, and safe- 
guarding its property, but it must 
not interfere with the Church’s 
authority even if the nation’s 
stability is at risk. The Roman 
Catholic hierarchy claims, and 
when possible enforces, the su- 
premacy of its power and “the 
immunity of the church and of 
ecclesiastical persons” from the 
jurisdiction of the civil authori- 
ties. These claims are far-reach- 
ing and portentous. 


Bs#or MCVINNEY’s attitude is 
nothing new either in his 
church or in this country. In fact, 
he could easily have copied the 
words which appeared in The 
Catholic World of July, 1870, un- 
der the title “The Catholic of the 
Nineteenth Century”: 

“The Catholic, like the church, 
is one and the same in all ages 
and all times . . . The most ob- 
vious, interesting, and important 
view of the Catholic in his rela- 
tion to the century is that of vot- 
ing. . . We do not hesitate to 
affirm that in performing cur du- 
ties as citizens, electors, and pub- 
lic officers, we should always and 
under all circumstances act sim- 
ply as Catholics; that we should 
be governed and directed by the 
immutable principles of our re- 
ligion, and should take dogmatic 
faith and the conclusions drawn 
from it, as expressed and defined 
in Catholic philosophy, theology, 
and morality, as the only rule of 
our private, public and political 
conduct. Those things which are 
condemned by Catholic justice we 
should condemn; those things 
which are affirmed, we should 
affirm. . .” 

The same magazine, in its Jan- 
uary, 1870, issue, stated: “My 
right of conscience is the law for 
the state, and prohibits it from 
enacting anything that violates it. 
My conscience is my church, the 
Catholic Church; and any restric- 
tions of her freedom, or any act 
in violation of her rights, violates 
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or abridges my right of freedom 
of conscience. . . The state is just 
as much bound to respect, protect, 
and defend the Catholic Church 
in her faith, her constitution, her 
discipline and her worship, as if 
she were the only religious body 
in the nation...” 

The Roman Catholic Church 
holds that all the legislation of the 
state, all the civil and religious 
rights of others, especially in this 
matter of mixed marriages, must 
bow to the supremacy of the Ro- 
man Church; that she is unques- 
tionably and infallibly right; and 
that everything which conflicts 
with the decisions of popes or 
councils violates the Catholic’s 
right of conscience and must be 
abolished. 


‘“‘DON’T COME HOME”’ 


The cruelty of Roman Catholic 
legalism and exclusivism is evi- 
dent in the complete lack of re- 
gard for the status or sacredness 
of mixed marriages contracted 
outside the Church. A poignant 
example of the tragedy that often 
results from ecclesiastical] stric- 
tures placed on helpless victims is 
the ensuing story, known person- 
ally to the author.® 

During the war a young Prot- 
estant Army officer married a 
Roman Catholic girl. Because of 


their love for each other, she con- 
sented to be married to him in a 
Protestant church by a Protestant 
minister. Later, after the mar- 
riage, the husband was called in- 
to his country’s service and was 
sent overseas. 
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While he was away fighting for 
his country, the local priest began 
to visit his wife and children. 
From the lips of the priest she 
discovered the awful fact that, 
according to the Roman Catholic 
Church, she was not legally mar- 
ried. Instead of entering into a 
sacred contract when she went to 
the altar and repeated her vows 
regarding her love for the young 
man at her side, she had entered 
into a life of sin. According to 
the Roman Church, continued the 
priest, in her present marital 
state she was excluded from the 
blessings of God and the com- 
munion of her church, and her 
status was that of a mother of 
illegitimate children. 


MEANWHILE, the young officer 

was wounded on active duty 
and was sent back to America. 
Unaware of his wife’s repeated 
visitor, he arrived with high 
hopes and visions, with a deep 
love for his wife and tender sen- 
timents for his children. Quite 
naturally, he was overcome with 
joy when the ship’s whistle an- 
nounced that port was near. 
Shortly after he reached shore, a 
letter was handed to him. He 
read the first paragraph with his 
heart pounding: “Don’t come 
home,” it said. “I will not re- 
ceive you. I do not want the chil- 
dren to see you.” 

Later, this same officer was di- 
rected to the author for counsel. 
As he was introduced, he sudden- 
ly broke out in tears and ex- 
claimed, with the voice of one 
who had suffered much, “I love 
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my wife, I love my childrens 
will do anything to have the 
back!” £ 

This is not an isolated eq 
though the circumstances m 
differ in individual instances, The 
general procedure and outlook, 
the Roman Church is always t 
same. The priest is the mouth 
piece of the ecclesiastical system, 
He obeys the laws of his Chureh 
the instructions of its constify. 
tion, the mandates of its prelate 
If he does not exercise zeal in th 
performance of his functions— 
and in many cases he does no 
happily fulfill his duties—he may 
be demoted to a smaller, less im. 
portant parochial church, withoy 
hope of attaining higher rank 
Many times he would like to help 
people in mixed marriage case, 
but he must follow his instru 
tions, not his desires. 

A Roman Catholic priest dog 
not have any power in reserve 
cases of excommunication. Ih 
fact, he himself would also be e& 
communicated if he should eve 
attempt to absolve the subjects 
from their sin in confession. As 
previously noted, Canon 1094 of 
the Catholic Church establishes 
that only those marriages are val- 
id which are contracted before th 
pastor or ordinary of the parish, 
or a priest delegated by either of 
these, and at least two witnesses. 

According to Roman Catholic 
teaching, a marriage performed 
by a Protestant minister is com- 
parable to one performed by 4 
civil authority. This type of mar- 
riage was called by Pope Pius IX 
in his allocution of September 21, 
1852, “nothing else than a shame 
ful and abominable concubinage.” 
The same Pope, in his letter to 
King Victor Emmanuel dated 
September 9, 1852, had declared 
that marriage “without the sac 
rament is pure concubinage.” 
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DEMANDS AND PLEDGES 


For the instruction of both Re 
man Catholics and Protestants, it 
should be pointed out that the Re 
man Catholic priest cannot offi- 
ciate in the case of a mixed mat- 
riage unless the following de 
mands and pledges are received 
in writing from both parties: 














FRESE SH ek 


It 


Not 
nay 
in. 
out 
nk, 
el 
Ses, 
rue 
loes 
ved 
In 
ex- 
ver 
acts 
As 
of 
hes 
val- 
the 
ish, 
of 
$e8, 
olie 
ned 
m- 


a 
s 


eB8Be% > SRF 


BaP Seas ™ 


<= 
ts 


1. That they will be married 

by a Roman Catholic priest. 

9. That all children born of 
their marriage shall be baptized 
and educated solely in the Roman 
(atholic religion. 

8. That the Protestant party 
will never interfere in any way 
with the faith of the Roman Cath- 
dic party nor with the Roman 
Catholic education of the children, 
nor with the free exercise of the 
duties of the Roman Catholic 

and children. 

4. That even in the case of the 
death of the Catholic party, the 
Protestant party will educate the 
dildren in the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

5. That in the event of the 
death of both parents, the guar- 
dians are bound to carry out this 


ge. 

6. That the Roman Catholic 
party promises to do missionary 
work on the Protestant party, but 
the Protestant party may not do 
likewise. 


T IS GRATIFYING TO KNOW that 
the Protestant world did not 
let this new ruling go completely 
mechallenged when it first went 
into effect. Realizing that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church is outraging 
the consciences of non-Catholics 
by such demands, some congrega- 
tions have adopted a resolution to 
serve as a warning that it is a 
great wrong for Protestants to 
promise that their children will be 
raised Roman Catholics, and to 
take religious instructions from a 
Roman Catholic priest. There- 
fore, if a Protestant believer is 
married by a Roman priest, such 
a person, before being received 
back into his fellowship, must 
sign the following declaration: 

1. I recognize that it was 
wrong for me to receive instruc- 
tions regarding religious matters 
from a Roman Catholic priest. 

2.I recognize that it was 
wrong to be married by a Roman 
Catholic priest instead of by my 
own pastor. 

3. I recognize that it was 
Wrong and a very great sin to 
promise that my children would 
be baptized and reared in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church instead of in 
iy own church. 
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4. I declare that this promise 
is null and void and that I do not 
consider myself bound by it in 
any way. 

5. I declare that instead of 
keeping that promise I now break 
it and shall have my children bap- 
tized and reared in the Protes- 
tant church. 

6. I declare that my husband or 
wife has read this entire declara- 
tion and knows that I am signing 
it and giving it to my pastor... 


ONE LINK IN THE CHAIN 


While the foregoing is only a 
resolution and not a contract, it 
represents an attempt on the part 
of at least a few alert Protestants 
to redeem their fellow-believers 
from the bondage of Roman Cath- 
olic authoritarianism. The mixed 
marriage contract is a purposeful 
link in the chain binding Ameri- 
cans to Rome. In a sense it is 
nothing new, just as Bishop Mc- 
Vinney’s attitude is nothing new, 
because the hierarchy has ever 
sought to control every aspect of 
life, including the home. But in a 
country founded on the principle 
of freedom of choice in all matters 
affecting the conscience, such a 
contract should serve as an odious 
reminder of age-old intolerance. 
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The tragedy of homes disrupted 
and broken up by ecclesiastical 
bigotry shoyld be grim warning 
to couples contemplating a “sac- 
ramental”’ mixed marriage. If a 
Protestant ceremony is unaccept- 
able to the Catholic party, by the 
same token the Catholic ceremony 
should be unacceptable to the 
Protestant party, more particu- 
larly because of the humiliating 
prior conditions that the Protes- 
tant is forced to accept. The re- 
sponsibility of children is far too 
sacred and serious a charge to be 
jeopardized by the calculating 
aims of a foreign institution. This 
alone should be a strong deterrent 
in the question of a mixed mar- 
riage. 


HE IRONY is that the Roman 

Church claims to be the only 
true church founded by Christ 
and, when challenged, blandly as- 
serts its loyalty to American prin- 
ciples. What kind of piety is this 
that claims to honor the sanctity 
of the home while knocking out 
the supports from under that 
home, as in the case of the young 
Army officer? What kind of pa- 
triotism is this that claims to fos- 
ter loyal Americans while refus- 
ing to acknowledge the validity of 
a mixed marriage performed by 
a duly authorized civil official? 

These are questions that de- 
serve more than passing consider- 
ation. Loyalty to conscience and 
to country is a basic tenet of true 
Americanism, and any institution, 
religious or political, that seeks to 
subvert the life of the individual 
or of society must be challenged 
boldly, else our forefathers died 
in vain. If the home, target of at 
least one foreign power, capitu- 
lates or crumbles, the enemy has 
taken the country. 

Let the lover beware! 


* National Catholic Almanac, ed. by 
Rev. Felician A. Foy, O.F.M. (Pub- 
lished with Ecclesiastical Approbation 
by St. Anthony’s Guild, Paterson, New 
Jersey), p. 576. 

Loe. cit. 

* Tbid., p. 577. 

* Ibid., p. 589. 

* See CONVER ED CATLOLIC magazine, 
January, 1953, p. 5. 

*See CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine, 
June, 1951, p. 164. 








U. S. Taxpayer, 
Alias the Holy Father 

A question pertaining to re- 
ligious use of U.S. surplus foods 
made available by the United 
States to non-profit groups for 
distribution to other nations has 
been raised in Washington by 
Representative Harold D. Cooley 
(D.-N. C.), chairman of the 
House Committee on Agriculture, 
who said he understood that some 
U.S. surplus food distributed in 
other nations by Roman Catholic 
organizations has been identified 
as a gift of the “bishops and 
clergy of the United States,” 
rather than as a gift from the 
U.S. taxpayers. 

Mr. Cooley’s comment came 
after Earl T. Butz, assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture, in re- 
lating how one or two shipments 
of surplus food had been dumped 
overboard because too much of it 
was sent at one time, admitted 
that Catholic relief agencies 
abroad had refused “in isolated 
instances” to distribute the sur- 
plus food “except in the name of 
the Holy Father.” This brought a 
comment from Mr. Cooley that 
“if a country refuses to accept 
and distribute this food, except 
in the name of the Holy Father, 
it ought to be withheld.” 

Mr. Butz testified that food 
surpluses valued at 75 million 
dollars have been shipped over- 
seas under the year-old program. 

Mr. Cooley then asked if it 
were true that Catholic agencies 
abroad had refused to handle 
such shipments “except in the 
name of the Holy Father.” 

“There have been isolated in- 
stances,” Mr. Butz replied. 

The Bible Advocate, July 18, 1955 


Who Is Mary, 
What Is She .. .? 

NEW YORK, June 30 (AP)— 
Roman Catholic theologians say 
a recent Presbyterian statement 
that there is a Catholic “trend to 
exalt the figure of the Virgin 
Mother” presents a “distortion of 
Catholic devotion to Mary.” 

The Catholic Theological So- 
ciety of America, at the close of 
its 10th annual convention 
Wednesday, expressed “regret 
and sorrow” at the statement 
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issued last May by the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. A. 
The Presbyterian Assembly as- 
serted in part that the Virgin 
Mother had become “virtual 
head” of the Catholic Church. 
The Catholic society said in a 
statement: “The picture of Cath- 
olic devotion presented in this 
statement is one that Catholics 
will find simply unrecognizable. 
“It is not true that in the mind 
and heart of Catholics Mary 
takes the place of Christ. It is 
not true that Catholics think of 
Mary as a ‘semi-divine’ being.” 
The Catholic group added it 
felt “bound in conscience” to 
reply to the Presbyterian state- 
ment. 


Consecration to Mary is found- 
ed upon Her prerogative of uni- 
versal Queen of God’s Creation, 
in virtue of which all men fall 
under Her domain and become 
Her subjects. 

Mary is the Queen of the Uni- 
verse and consequently exercises 
unlimited power over men and 
angels by a twofold right: by a 
natural right because She is the 
Mother of God and of the King 
of kings and therefore a Queen; 
by a right of conquest, whereby 
She saved us with Christ the 
Redeemer, from the slavery of 
Satan, in virtue of her office of 
Co-Redemptrix of the human 
race. 

Now, since Mary is the Queen 
of all men it follows that all men 
are Her subjects and servants 
and fall under Her dominion and 
powerful sway. Through the act 
of consecration we do nothing 
else than acknowledge the uni- 
versal extent of Mary’s power 
over us, and therefore make our- 
selves over to Her sweet will in 
time and in eternity... 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


































































Act of Consecration: ... 7 sup. 


render to thee, [O Virgin most ¥ 


holy], my soul, my body, my 
mind and my heart, my thoughts 
and my affections, my meritorious 
actions and all my sufferings... 

From Consecration to Mary Im 
maculate, by Father Gabriel Roschini, 


O.S.M., 1949. Imprimatur, James A 
McFadden, S.T.D. 





Not only do the saints and 
angels serve and obey Mary in 
heaven, but God Himself seems 
to submit to her . . . It is no 
wonder that the Son, although 
He is God, should obey His 
mother, since He deigned to obey 
the command of men. Not only 
on earth did He wish to be sub- 
ject to her, but also in heaven. In 
heaven therefore He obeys every 
wish, thought, and desire of hers 
. . . The reason for Mary’s do 
minion over her Son is the debt 
that the Son professes to owe to 
His Mother . . . Since Mary is 80 
powerful in heaven — for we 
might almost say that the omnip- 
otence of God is the omnipotence 
of Mary — her power on earth 
is likewise extensive, for all 
power is given to her in heaven 
and on earth. She is the mistress 
of nature, of heaven, of the 
elements, . . . of the attributes of 
God; of the grace, the virtue, the 
fruits, and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit; and of beatitude and 
glory. 

From The Love of Mary, by D. 


Roberto, Hermit of Monte Corona, 
1948, Imprimatur. Paul C. Schulte, 
D.D. 
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MYSTERY 


(Continued from page 15) 
God choose only about four hun- 
dred men and women to brand 
them with the marks of His 
wounds? There is no Biblical 
scope in this. 


“Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” 
This is all that suffices, for we 
are justified through Him. Paul 
has declared: “Being justified 
freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus: Whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith 
in His blood .. .” (Romans 3:24, 
25) And in another epistle he 
says: “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
(Ephesians 2:8) 


‘Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XIV, 
p. 294. 

*Raynaud (Opera, Vol. XIII, De 
stigmatizatione, cap. XI, Lyons, 1665) 
quotes Pope Innocent VIII: “Ne de 
caetero S. Catherina cum stigmatibus 
depingatur; neve dé ejus stigmatibus 
fiat verbum aut sermo, ve praedicatio 
ad tollendam omnem scandali occa- 
sionem.” 

* Cfr. the story of Theresa Neumann 
in the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, Nov. 1951. 

“As quoted by Angelo Lo Vallo in 
his article, “Stigmata — A Sign of 
Sanctity or Insanity?” in the Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, Nov. 1951, p. 265. 

° Herodotus, Historia, II, 13. 

*Molanus, De historia ss. imaginum 
et picturarum, edit. Paquot, III, 43, 
p. 365. 

‘Pontius, De vita sancti Cypriani, 
Bibliotheca veterum patrum, Vol. III, 
p. 472, vii. 

*Cfr. Baronius, Annales, XV, 215, 
anno 870; see also Tertullian, De vela- 
tione virginum. 

*See the following: Procopius, In 
Isaiam (Commentary), edit. of Cur- 
terius, p. 496; Migne, Patrologia 
latina, Fortunatus, Life of St. Rhode- 
gund, col. 508; Palladius, Lausiac His- 
tory, CXII. 

” Benedict XIV, De servorum Dei 
Beatificatione et beatorum canoniza- 
tione, III, xxxiii, n. 31. 

“Moore, The Nature and Treatment 
of Mental Disorders, Waverly Press 
Inc. p. 75. 


What is Scholasticism? 


Read 
“COBWEBS OF SOPHISTRY™ 
in October issue 


of CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Letter About a 14-Year- 
old Boy on the Island of 
Crete, Greece... 


I am writing this letter to you 
from the sanitarium of Canea on 
the Island of Crete. I am an old 
man suffering from tuberculosis, but 
I am not writing for myself, but for 
a poor, forsaken 14-year-old boy, 
Andrew Kountourakis, in this same 
sanitarium. 


Andrew’s parents have nine other 
children. They are extremely poor 
and are trying to make a living by 
farming the rocks. Undernourish- 
ment and hard work on the farm 
ever since he was a little tot have 
caused Andrew to contract this 
horrible disease. He has a continual 
high fever and is constantly spitting 
blood. The public welfare is unable 
to help him and he will certainly die 
unless Christians come to his assis- 
tance. Because I know you are good 
Christians, I beg of you in the name 
of Him who gave His life to save us 
from our sins, to help this poor, 
uncared-for-child. 


He has gone all through the win- 
ter without a coat to wear. His 
shoes are made of rags. The doctors 
have great hope that they can save 
him if they are able to treat him 
with Streptomycin, Rimifon and 
PAS tablets. Unfortunately, these 
drugs are not free at this institu- 
tion and his parents are too poor to 
buy them. I beg you, therefore, to 
send the drugs that will save his 
life. It is a pity for such a young 
child to die just because no one 
cares. I need medicine myself, but I 
am quite willing to die, if only help 
can procured for this wonderful 
little boy. When I told him I was 
writing to you, he said, “Tell them 
I’ll pray that the Lord will lead 
them to help me.” This is an op- 
portunity for you, my beloved, to 
prove that you care just like our 
Lord. With gratitude, 


A. SPITALIORAKIS. 


Note: It was certainly wonderful 
of this old man to take such a com- 
passionate interest in this boy. To 
send Andrew the medicine will cost 
$35.00. We would also like to send 
him a clothing package which will 
cost $6.00 to ship. Such heart- 
rending appeals reach the office of 
the AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS 
by the hundreds. As the Gos- 
pel is presented to the souls of these 
people, so must their bodies be 
reached with healing. If you wish to 
help, please address your contribu- 
tions to Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen- 
eral Secretary, American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Dept. C, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, New York. (In Canada, 
90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto 7, Ont.) 

















The Nixon Situation 


In response to our request in 
the editorial “What Price Good 
Neighbors?” (May, 1955), many 
of our readers wrote to Vice 
President Nixon and to their 
representatives in Congress re- 
garding Mr. Nixon’s recent visit 
to Central America. Of these, a 
number kindly forwarded to us 
the replies they received. 


The response from the vice 
presidential office was identical 
in every instance; in fact, one 
copy was a photostat, which may 
or may not be significant. 


For the benefit of our readers 
we are reprinting this letter, 
along with one from Rep. Ceder- 
berg of Michigan. We would like 
to ask Mr. King, anent his de- 
fense, to explain why the press 
so consistently reported Mr. Nizx- 
on’s visits with Roman Catholic 
officials almost to the exclusion 
of the other groups mentioned. Is 
our news slanted in favor of the 
Catholic Church, or is the picture 
presented only too true? 


We would also like to ask Mr. 
King why Mr. Nixon refused to 
meet with Protestant leaders in 
Guatemala, according to one of 
our correspondents, when he 
should realize that Protestants 
are the only people in Latin 
America who represent true 
Americanism and are crusading 
for the cause of freedom and 
democracy. While a Roman hier- 
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archy was accorded full recog- 
nition with all due pomp and 
ceremony, Protestants were treat- 
ed worse than underdogs. Was 
this arranged in Washington? 


As for Mr. Cederberg’s letter, 
it bears the strong taint of com- 
promise. (See paragraphs five 
and six). Could the “secret back- 
ground” and the “full back- 
ground” refer to our country’s 
over-all relations with the Vati- 
can? If so, does the Government 
also have relations with Protes- 
tant churches, and are they kept 
secret? Perhaps the talk of sepa- 
ration of church and state is only 
for the home folks, who are not 
supposed to be concerned about 
“secret” agreements abroad. 


Mr. Frank Fekell 
Vineland, New Jersey 


Dear Mr. Fekell: 


Your letter of May 8 concern- 
ing the official goodwill trip 
which the Vice President and 
Mrs. Nixon made of the Central 
American area earlier this year 
has been received. 

While the activities of both the 
Vice President and Mrs. Nixon 
throughout the entire trip were 
widely and accurately reported 
by the press in most instances, 
there were a few cases in which 
periodicals, presumably uninten- 
tionally, created a misleading 
impression, particularly with re- 
spect to the Vice President’s 


department do not necessarily repp 
sent the view-point of this Magazine 
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visits 
leaders. 

In each country visited, th 
Vice President called on the Chigt 
of State and other members a 
the government. He also Tet 
prominent leaders in the fields of 
religions (both Protestant and 
Catholic), labor, education, i, 
dustry, etc. He also made a 
cial and successful effort to meg 
a large number of the 
from all walks of life in each 
country. 

As you probably know, the 
Vice President is a Quaker. He 
has no interest in favoring 
particular branch of the Chris 
tian Church vis-a-vis any other, 
but only in the furtherance of 
Christian ideals. If you have re 
ceived any impression to the con- 
trary, I wish to assure you that 
it is without factual basis. 

RoBert L. KING 


Assistant to the Vice President 
Washington, D.C. 


with certain religion 
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Mrs. Helen H. Hennessey 
Bay City, Michigan 
Dear Mrs. Hennessey : 


I received your letter of May 
15, protesting against the activi- 
ties of the Vice President of talk- 
ing to prelates of the Roman 
Catholic Church while on his 
Latin-American trip. 

It was my pleasure to have had 
dinner with the Vice President 
right after his return here, at 
which time he talked to a few of 
us about his trip. 

First of all, I want to assure 
you that the Vice President is a 
devoted American, and his activi- 
ties in Latin-America were given 
over to promoting the best diplo- 
matic relations possible between 
the United States and other 
American nations. 

While it does seem strange that 
it is necessary to meet with mem- 
bers of the church from these 
areas, it must be realized that 
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they are activities of tremendous 
jsfuence in the affairs of these 
guntries, and to ignore them 
would have a very disastrous ef- 
fet upon our relations with 
them. As you know, I am devoted 
to the principle of separation of 
the church and the State, but I 
gn see where in certain areas 
gtivities — such as the Vice 
President engaged in — are 
gecessary. 

I wish that I could give you 
gme of the secret background as 
fo the reason for some of this, 
it it is not possible. However, I 
want to personally assure you 
that, as far as I am concerned — 
ad I am sure the Vice President 
feels the same way, as I have 
taked to him many times — he 
too is firmly committed to the 
idea of the separation of the 
church and the State. I might 
also add that he himself is a very 
god Protestant. — 

I can certainly appreciate why 
wme people are concerned when 
sich activities take place, but if 
they knew the full background, I 
am sure that they would be 
tlerant and understanding. 

I appreciate your writing me, 
ad it is always a pleasure to 
hear from you. 

ELForD A. CEDERBE2G 


House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 


The Argentina Feud 
Dear Dr. Montajio: 


I have been somewhat puzzled 
a3 | have read the various aspects 
of the reports on the situation in 
Argentina — the feud between 
Peron and the Roman Church. I 
do not think too highly of Peron 
himself, neither do I uphold the 
church attitude. I wish you would 
give us a discussion of the whole 
situation in all its phases in the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC sometime. 

Ihave wondered as I have read 
Whether or not we are getting 
the entire truth in the matter. 
Knowing the penchant of the 
Roman Church to intermeddle in 
the state affairs, I am inclined to 
ympathize with Peron. Yet, 
mowing Peron as a dictator, I 
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just wondered. I wish we might 
all have a clearer view of the 
whole situation than is available 
in the public press. I know you 
are neither a Roman Catholic 
nor a Peronista, but I am sure 
from your Latin American back- 
ground that you would be able to 
throw a good deal of light on the 
situation. In other words, when 
two evil forces meet head-on, it 
would be good to know which is 
the more dangerous of the two 
evils, and so which side to ap- 
plaud, if either. 

I am more than pleased with 
the magazine in its new format. 
It has been a wonderful and valu- 
able magazine, but now it is even 
greater and better in every way. 
. . . May I look forward to an 
article in the magazine in the 
near future? 

Rosert L. KINKADE 
Caledonia, Minnesota 


An editorial in the forthcoming 
issue will cover the Argentine 
question. 


Queen of Heaven 
Dear Dr. Montafio: 


Protestants and others dis- 
turbed over the Marian worship 
can take consolation in the simi- 
larity to the accounts in Jeremiah 
7:18 and 44:17-19, 25, wherein 
reference is made to this . . . wor- 
ship of the “Queen of Heaven.” 
The people’s disloyalty to the first 
principle of their religion, the 
acknowledgment of Jehovah alone 
as God, brought forth their final 
destruction... 

PAUL A. ERICKSON 
Aurcra, Illinois 


The Yellow Book 


Dear Sir: 


The result of the experiment 
in France with the worker-priests 
is, in my opinion, one of the most 
enlightening episodes in modern 
Catholic history. The priests 
were assigned to work in indus- 
try to facilitate the reconversion 
of the French workers back to 


Catholicism. Instead, the work- 
ers, most of whom have only a 
minimum of education, converted 
many of the priests. The per- 
centage of priests so affected has 
astonished even the most rabid 
anti-Catholics. The results must 
have shaken the Roman Catholic 
Church very badly, for the Vati- 
can quickly issued orders to dis- 
continue the experiment, and 
added the threat of excommuni- 
cation to the priests who dis- 
obeyed. 

I understand that some of the 
priests left the Church rather 
than return to their former rou- 
tines. In the late 1954 issue of 
The Advocate (published by the 
Archdiocese of Newark, N. J.) I 
saw a report that forty of the 
priests had banded together to 
write a “Yellow Book.” I could 
not keep the paper because it did 
not belong to me. 

Could you, in some future issue 
of your magazine, tell something 
about this “Yellow Book”? Could 
you tell us more about the French 
experiment, how many priests 
took part in it, how many re- 
nounced their allegiance to the 
Church, etc? 

I am sure that the facts would 
be of great interest to your read- 
ers and, even more important, 
highly enlightening to the Cath- 
olics themselves. 

JAMEs S. Draco 
Union City, New Jersey 


Vatiean Aims 


Sylvia Sprigge in an article 
that recently appeared in the Lon- 
don Observer predicted that “if 
the tradition of Pius XII is car- 
ried on, we are now likely to wit- 
ness a far more militant policy in- 
side Roman Catholic countries in 
South America and Europe, aim- 
ing at keener and sharper ecclesi- 
astical control in matters of edu- 
cation, divorce, censorship of en- 
tertainments and _ publications, 
and at ecclesiastical immunities 
for taxation and civic jurisdic- 
tion, with new Roman Catholic 
movements inside existing trade 
unions, as in Australia. 
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Our Public Schools — Christian 
or Secular, by Renwick Harper 
Martin, D,D. (The National Re- 
form Association, 1952; 152 pp., 
$2.00) 


We are all aware of the fact 
that we live in a society where 
culture is divorced from morality 
and where intellect is rated far 
above conscience. The increasing 
shift from anxiety for the salva- 
tion of one’s soul to eagerness for 


technological security (so com- 
mon even among _ self-styled 
Christians) accounts for that 


cult of things, which seems to be 
a super-imposed feature of our 
fundamentally Christian society. 

If school is society shaping it- 
self, then we must admit that 
the school (at large) is partly 
responsible for our social schizo- 
phrenia. Yet we cannot accept 
Mr. Martin’s thesis, in the book 
under discussion, that the “‘secu- 
larization” of our public school 
is the cause of our social evil, and 
that, consequently, we should 
proceed to the “Christianization” 
of the public school system to 
cure religious illiteracy and 
moral immaturity. 

We have no difficulty in agree- 
ing with the author (p. 79) that 
“both religion and education 
have to do with life as a whole.” 
To that extent their aims are 
similar. That being the case, the 
public school cannot ignore re- 
ligion. Far from spelling indif- 
ference to the fundamental role 
of religion in individual and 
social life, however, the public 
school merely refuses to become 
the instrument of assertion of 


30 


sectarianism, since this ultimate- 
ly would mean the end of de- 
mocracy. 

The social evils which the 
author deplores have roots alto- 
gether different from the “secu- 
larization” of the public school, 
which has been serving a hetero- 
geneous and democratic people as 
an instrument of cohesion, not of 
dissension. To join the choir of 
those who blame the present 
evils on the public school system 
might be advantageous to those 
who use the term “secularism” 
as a smoke screen under which 
they undermine the very founda- 
tion of the American Republic — 
the principle of separation of 
Church and State. 

Since there is no chance that a 
common minimum of religious 
credo, acceptable to all faiths for 
teaching in the schools, can ever 
be produced to the satisfaction 
of all (as the author apparently 
admits, for instance, on p. 33), 
religious pressure would certain- 
ly constitute the prelude to an 
established Church of the United 
States of America. If history 
should repeat itself, we would 
have a reiteration.of what took 
place in Virginia under the Epis- 
copal Church or in New England 
under the Congregationalists. 

Looking beyond the Protestant 
pale, we get a hint of how whole- 
some such a condition would be 
for furthering the American 
Way when we read the state- 
ments of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy’s National Catholic 
Welfare Conference against pub- 
lic school education. The crusade 
against public schools was sanc- 
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tioned by the 1929 encyclical 
Pope Pius XI, in which he stag 
that “neither is it admissible 
Catholics to attend mixed schog 
. Where pupils receive the 
teaching from  non-Cathoh 
teachers, together with 
Catholic children.” q 
The effort to insulate Catholie 
youth from the influence g¢ 
Americanism explains the creg 
cendo in the expansion of th 
Catholic parochial school system 
and gives momentum to the 
struggle of the Roman hie 
to destroy a system of schools on 
which the American Way rests 
Should this happen, Protestants, 
being in the majority, will he 
chiefly to blame for having a} 
lowed the nation to pass into a 
different cultural phase domi. 
nated socially and spiritually by 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
On the other hand, it is only 
a disguised form of escapism for 
anyone to shift the responsibili- 
ties of this generation to that 
ambiguous something called the 
“secular” public school. Let us 
not forget that Home and Church 
are the natural, God-given agen. 
cies for providing children with 
religious instruction. We there 
fore reject the author’s thesis 
that the Bible and “non-sectarian 
religion” must be restored to the 
public school, as this would mean 
that we cannot have a religious 
culture in society unless the State 


protects, finances, nurses, and 
supplies it. This we’ cannot 
accept. 


Return to Reality, by W. P. 
Witcutt (S.P.C.K., London, 1954; 
62 pp., $1.65) 


If W. P. Witcutt’s Return to 
Reality contained anything ex- 
ceptional, it would not have the 
exemplary value that it actually 
has. The predictable pattern of 
his experience is the very thing 
that makes his book representa- 
tive of the epistemological failure 
of Catholicism to account for life 
in a meaningful way. This is 
why the significance of Witcutt’s 
book goes far beyond the short 
span of its sixty-two pages. 

Born an Anglican, the author 
was led toward Catholicism by 
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Gat apparent compactness of its 
intellectual scheme, molded and 
shaped to include every detail. 
Says he: “One had only to make 
gm act of faith and one was set- 
ted, intellectually, for life. No 
more questions need be asked.” 
(p. 16) Strange, but significantly 
mough, repudiation of Scholasti- 
ism, aS Meaningfully inane, was 
to constitute the very ground on 
which the author — more mature 
inyears and experience — was to 
jave the Church he was serving 
aga priest. 

At times, the book may seem 
to be somewhat above the intel- 
jetual interest of the average 
wader. Yet its masterly prose is 
astimulus to any reader, as the 
githor has a rare ability to vivify 
jsues usually confined to the 
rather stale atmosphere of text- 
woks. In his subtle and inimi- 
table English gift of understate- 
ment, he will even dare to smug- 
ge issues, such as that of the 
adherence of accidents to the 
gibstance, into a setting where 
“the cuckoo called incessantly, 
and a mist of bluebells and marsh 
¢landine grew by the tumbling 
brook...” (p. 42) 

The book is, over all, solid 
rading, even though a subdued 
uch of pantheism can be de- 
teted here and there. However, 
this subtly creeping pantheism 
must be interpreted for what it 
actually is — the unconscious re- 
ation of the sensitive spirit of 
Witcutt to the hollow and unwor- 
shipable God of Scholasticism. 
As the author rightly says, 
‘Roman Catholicism is a dual 
ystem. There is first of all the 
popular religion — the cultus of 
the Sacred Heart, the Virgin, and 
the Saints, of votive candles and 
the hearing of the Mass on Sun- 
days. Secondly, there is what may 
be called esoteric Catholicism, 
the philosophy of the priests — 
and of rare _ philosophically- 
minded laymen. This is an amal- 
gam of Christianity and Neo- 
platonism, moulded and perfected 
during many centuries. Master 
taftsmen have worked on it — 
Augustine, Aquinas, Suarez. It is 
& coherent logical system of 
thought, glittering and shapely 
#%a machine...” (p. 18) 
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Starting with the notion of the 
Abstract Idea and ending with 
the Beatific Vision, the “shapely 
machine” of thought had en- 
tranced the author, until he con- 
fronted it with the stark reality 
of a muddy suburb of Birming- 
ham, or with the green mystery 
of the Warwickshire countryside. 
There, his glittering god failed 
to give a convincing interpreta- 
tion of that reality which Witcutt 
could see from his window as 
though it were “cut out of olive- 
green cardboard, with silver 
streaks here and there for 
water.” (p. 45) He experienced 
the disturbing feeling of some- 
thing which he could not fit into 
his theology, in that perfectly 
logical system of thought in 
which he had “encased” his 
mind. 

Heir of English realism, W. P. 
Witcutt finds himself in line with 
Hume and Locke in the repudia- 
tion of Scholasticism. Along with 
Miguel de Unamuno, he finally 
perceives how Catholicism, in the 
effort to rationalize faith, had 
converted religion into a theol- 
ogy, which offers as a basis for 
vital belief the crystallization of 
the Zeitgeist of the thirteenth 
century. 

The tone of the book is quite 
restrained, since the author, 
while proceeding to a trenchant 
analysis of the Roman Catholic 
rationale, is too much an Eng- 
lishman to let himself go into 
controversial matters. Finally, 
for honesty’s sake, we feel 
obliged to warn the absent- 
minded reader that the author 
does not hold the thesis of the 
historical fall of Adam, and that 
therefore his theology is tainted 
with his own presuppositions. 


Christ and Catholicism, by 
Frederick A. Johnson (Vantage 
Press, Inc., 1954; 284 pp., $3. 50) 


Richness of information and 
descriptive talent are combined 
in this interesting book. 

In eighteen heavily weighted 
chapters, Frederick Johnson pre- 
sents to the reader a sort of 
kaleidoscopic survey of the Ro- 
man Catholic pantheon. First, 
he gives a concise summary of 
the features of the early Church. 


Against this background he re- 
veals the multiple facets of that 
endless web of beliefs, practices, 
and rites constituting Catholi- 
cism, all of which reveal the 
extent of the Roman Church’s 
departure from the pristine 
standard. 

The magic of the Mass, the 
intricate ritual of a sacrificial 
religion, the rationale of the 
mechanism of indulgences, all 
are extensively examined and 
commented upon. At times, the 
wealth of information becomes 
almost anecdotical, slowing down 
the rather fast pace of the book. 

The volume proves to be ab- 
sorbing reading and is quite 
challenging at times to hard-set 
mental habits. The author is 
right when, comparing the Ro- 
man Catholic world-view to the 
Protestant, he states (p. 265) 
that the Catholic at large fails to 
understand the full essence and 
import of Christianity. Incisively 
he says: “The question before 
you is not how many masses you 
attended, how many Hail ‘Marys 
or Our Fathers you recited or 
how much money you contribu- 
ted, but, rather: how closely did 
you follow God’s pattern of moral 
and spiritual life as set forth 
and exemplified by Christ?” 

The average reader will profit 
much from reading this book, 
which has the merit of present- 
ing in an attractive way a sub- 
ject about which there is so much 
ignorance. 
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The Priest, 


Roman Catholic magazine: “We 
were called on some time ago to 
give a talk on Preaching to some 
seminarians. It brought back 
memories of how deeply we 
feared the weekly sermon during 
the first few years in the minis- 
try. We used to write it out, 
every word, and then memorize 
it just as written. 

“It was a formidable job, but 
our preaching was at least com- 
petent from the start and we 
drilled ourselves in the necessity 
of adequate preparation. 

“A spell of school teaching 
changed our outlook completely. 
There are ‘occasional’ sermons, 
of course, such as the First Mass, 
the Jubilee, the Church Dedica- 
tion, etc., when the whole thing 
should be written out in sonorous 
language; but for the most part 
we now look on our time in the 
pulpit as a short class in which 
we have to put across at least one 
point in Christian Doctrine. 

“We decide on our subject 
early in the week, then it cooks 
and stews in our subconscious 
until Sunday. All the time we are 
referring our experiences toward 
that subject with a view to il- 
lustration: newspaper headlines, 
magazines, movies, TV, conver- 
sations, everything. 

“A little thought Saturday 
night and a half hour before 
Mass Sunday morning’ are 
enough to whip the subject into 
outline form. 

“Here’s your point of view: 
Your congregation is one large 
catechism class. You have ten 
minutes in which to explain one 
point, e.g. the meaning of the 
Assumption, or why they should 
make a thanksgiving. You’ve had 
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as much schooling as anyone in 
the church and you’re a specialist 
in your line, so there is no reason 
why you should not be fluent and 
persuasive. 

“Explain your point, finish up 
in a hortatory vein, and that’s all 
there is to it.” (“For New Priests 
Only,” in column Currente Cala- 
mo, July, 1955) 


Francis L. Filas, S.J., 


Loyola University, Chicago: “Is 
it possible for the modern Ameri- 
can family to live as once there 
lived the Holy Family of Naza- 
reth? God gave us the all-time 
picture of the perfect family. The 
frustrating and almost irritating 
fact is that the example of this 
family has been wasted for so 
many Catholic couples.” (The 
Catholic Mind, March, 1955) 


The Register, 


Roman Catholic newspaper: “Al- 
though Catholics attend church 
better than any other group in 
America, and in addition to their 
parish churches keep up a mar- 
velous system of education, hos- 
pitals, and charity, they are not 
the leaders by any means in in- 
dividual giving. Their average is 
considerably below that of some 
of the Protestant denominations. 

“Through the National Council 
of Churches, New York, this 
paper is able to present the fol- 
lowing table of the highest per 
capita gifts per member for all 
purposes in Protestant denomina- 
tions in the calendar year 1953: 

1. Seventh-day Adventists... 
$173.50. 


* * 


15. Presbyterian U. S. A.... 
$56.49 ... 


“These figures show that m 
Protestants are giving far 
to church work than Ca 
Americans. It is an illusion 
because of parish schools, Ca 
lics give more than Protest 
to their churches. Some do, 
course; but the Catholic ave 
is not relatively high.” 


G. O’Vanney, 


columnist: “Every televiewer 
America is forced to admi 

little lady from Harrisburg, 
whose complete retention of 
formation from the pages” 
Holy Scripture has now pk 
her in a position to win si 
four thousand dollars on one 
the big television ‘give-ay 
shows! Already she has given 


answers that entitle her to thix 


two thousand dollars and # 
is every indication that she) 
go on to the big prize. We do’ 
know what this woman’s relig 
is, but we would be willing to 
that she is not a Catholic! — 
“Ninety-nine out of a hung 
Catholics would have been ou 
the running long ago, 
admit! The argument 
given that a large percentage 
others would have failed likew 
but is not the Holy Bible of g§ 
cial importance to the Chul 
and its members? j 
“If Catholics disagree with 


statement, get out a piece 
paper and write down (we % 


making it easier for you than 
television 


contestant!) in one minute 


names of eight of the broth 


of Joseph. (At this point, mi 


will ask if we mean St. Joseph 


“Now, write down the r 


show did for — 


of the Twelve Apostles in 


minute. Have someone else ch 


your answers; how did you ma 


out? 


“Your answer may advise yi 


that the time is now apropos | 
dusting off the Holy Scriptu 


and doing some worthwhile 
ing from the pages that give 


from this good lady whose 
tion of 


God’s own words! Take a les , 


information from 1 


Bible shows that she reads 


regularly!” (North Carol 
Catholic, July 15, 1955) 
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